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jimecrax 

Included in this issue is an appeal for skin 
divers to keep a weather eye open for sea 
otters. This request, made by Dr. Hubbs of 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, is complete 
with characteristic details of the animal, where 
he may be found and the reason information is 
needed. Skin divers are asked to report any of 
these critters spotted to the Institution or a 
member of the California Fish and Game. Please 
remember to make sure that you are looking at 
an otter, not a small sea lion . . . also please 
remember that the sea otter is very rigidly 
protected by law in the state of California. The 
sea otter has the most valuable {fur in the world 
and at one time was almost completely exter- 
minated by trappers and hunters on the west 
coast. They are found in very few places in the 
world, however they are quite numerous along 
the South African coast . . . especially near the 
mouths of the numerous small rivers. 

xxx 

We made a mistake in the November (Photog- 
raphy) issue and would like to correct same mis- 
take now. Under the picture of the ‘‘Mako” 
camera case the caption read that the case was 
invented by Jerry Greenberg, we find that our 
second-guessing was wrong. The “Mako” cam- 
era case line was invented by Captain Gordon 
Klein, of Marineland Inc., Miami Beach. Our 
sincere apologies. 

XxX 
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Don Linklater and Eric Jolliffe, Sydney, Australia, capitalize on the newly developed ‘‘Row/ oat”, 
designed by Linklater, in spearfishing in the off-shore waters. Fish in picture is a black dri mmer 
(girella elevata), mainly of New South Wales, sometimes goes as much as 12-Ilbs. Linklater is Hon 
Secretary of the Underwater Explorers Club and Jolliffe is a well known Australian cartoonist. 
submitted by Edward du Cros. 
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Club reporters . . . attention!!! Beginning with 
the March issue hold your reports to about 350 
words or one typewritten page, double spaced. 
While talking to you let me congratulate you on 
the excellent job of reporting for your respective 
organizations. As you will notice, we have very 
little editing to do on your monthly stories and 
will appreciate it if you will respect our new 
deadline, the 10th, and the 350 word report. 
If there is something special that demands more 
space than that allowed the club report, write 
another article covering the event or happening. 

xxx 

The great northwest is expanding . . . several 
clubs in that area have recently come to our at- 
tention and they are diving all year round. 
Also about five new clubs in Canada, from Van- 
couver to Montreal. England now has two large 
underwater clubs known to us, and the linemen 
of South Africa are seeing more and more of 
their brothers enter the water with masks and 
flippers. To those that missed this notice last 
month . . . the April issue of The SKIN DIVER 
will contain the Roster of Underwater Clubs. 
Mail your club name and mailing address for 
this roster to “Club Roster’, c/o Skin 
Diver, P. O. Box 128, Lynwood, California. 
March 10th is the deadline and we will pub- 
lish only those club names mailed to us for this 
purpose. When this roster was published last 
year we received many club names after the 
issue was out... mail now ! ! ! ALL CLUBS. 

xxx 

The magazine has recently had the unfortun- 
ate experience of turning down advertising. 
These ads, three, and large ads at that, were 
from surplus dealers and individuals selling 
surplus equipment. Don't misunderstand us in 
thinking that surplus material is not usable, but 
these ads dealt with self-contained breathing 
apparatus and parts for same. Bottles bought 
from surplus establishments should be rigidly 
inspected and tested by authorities for defects 
and contamination. What is in that tank will be 
taken in your lungs. Also the regulators, for the 
most part, were not made for underwater use, 
they need rebuilding and constant servicing by 
someone completely familiar with the mechanics 
and operation of the regulator. Don’t risk your 
life by saving a few dollars on these units un- 


less you are absolutely sure that you know whe! 
you are doing and the tanks have had a com- 
plete safety test for pressure and interna’ con- 
tamination. Be sure and be able to dive to- 
morrow. We don't feel that the average garage 
mechanic has the know-how to safely adap! 
this apparatus for underwater use. 
xxx 
The March issue will have more on under 
water photography. More camera cases have 
been made and should be brought to you 
attention . . . subsea photographers are invited 
to send in pictures and articles for this issue. 
xxx 
Do you have your 1954 license? 
xxx 
We will move into our new office soon and 
that means our office procedure will improve 
100% same old address and telephone 
numbers. Also, look for a new advertising rate 
card to be issued in the near future. 
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Arthur Pinder, champion spearfisher 
man of Florida is shown with a sailfish 
he speared with a Hawaiian Sling 
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Sea ofiers on shore of Amchikta Island, Alaska. Note the peculiarly dome 
snout, the thick fur, dark on body but light on face. 
_and Wildlife 






: very chubby 





d profile, the 


Photographed by Robert D. Jones, Jr., U. S. Fish 


Service. 





Observations 
on Sea Otters 


most rigid protection, the 
world . most valuable furbearers is staging a 
comeb ck from almost complete extermination. 


Uncer one of 


From a mere thread of life remaining on 
Amchitka Island in the Aleutians and along 
the rugged coast of southern Monterey County 
in California, colonies of increasing size have 
developed and are now spreading. During the 
last few months, more or less definite hearsay 
reports have indicated that the Monterey col- 


my nay have spread southward, not only into 
is Obispo County, but also still farther 
south, even beyond Point Conception. The 
nost definite indications are of the establish- 
nent of the species on San Miguel Island. One 


San | 


verified report has come to the State De- 
partment of Fish and Game from San Cle- 
vente Island. There are also vaguer sugges- 


tions of a spread northward, beyond San Fran- 


ISCO 


j Skn divers will be in an especially favorable 


sition to make observations, which they are 
requested to report to any office or official of 


ite Department of Fish and Game, or to 





— CHANGE OF ADDRESS — 


The Florida Frogman 
Form ly a i 
Sunset Theatre Building, U. $. +1 
South Miami, Florida 
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9302 South Dixie Highway 


Kendall, Florida 





| COUNCIL OF 
DIVING CLUBS 


MEETING 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1954 
8:00 P.M. 
McCulloch Motors Auditorium 
6101 West Century, Los Angeles 
All Divers Welcome 





the undersigned at the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography. All available details should be 
included, such as the exact locality and habitat, 
the number of sea otters seen or reported, the 
characteristics that led to the identification, the 
swimming and feeding habits, and the date of 
observation. 
otters identified and distin- 
guished from hair seals and sea-lions by var- 
characteristics and habits (see figures, 
kindly made available by the U.S. Fish 
Wildlife Service). They are usually seen close 
to shore, commonly in and about kelp, but in 
areas frequented by man they are not likely 
to come ashore. They are smaller than seals 


Sea may be 
10us 
and 


(except seal pups). They have paws instead 
of flippers and a long, furry tail. Their facial 
expression is more squirrel-like, less dog-like 
than that of They have light-colored 
faces (especially old males). They commonly 
lic or swim on the surface with the belly ex- 
posed. While thus floating back down, they 
may be seen feeding, cracking sea-urchins or 
shellfish against a stone balanced or held on 


sea | Ss. 


the chest. These very playful as well as in- 
teresting creatures will repay one for any time 
spent in watching them. A chance to 
science and wildlife management may be an 
additional reward. Send in or bring in your 
observations—and remember that sea otters are 
very rigidly protected—Dr. Carl L. Hubbs, 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jolla, 
California. >> 


serve 








Sea otter in characteristic pose, lying on sur-ace 

back down, holding a stone by one front paw 

and breaking seafood against it with tne other 

paw. Note muzzle tip suggesting that of a 

Teddy bear. Photographed on Amchitka Island, 

Alaska, by Robert D. Jones, Jr., U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 
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Underwater Spearfishermen’s 


Assn. of Tasmania 
DEVONPORT DIVISION 
By MALCOLM WILSON 


This article being the first dealing with the 
above Division, perhaps a few _ introductory 
notes will be quite in order. This division of the 
Tasmanian Association was officially formed in 
February 1952 (according to my minutes book) 
and since then quite a few new members have 
been coaxed and brided into joining the ranks 
of the followers of our fascinating sport. All the 
information dealing with this island can be 
gleaned from the November 1952 Skin Diver in 
an article written by our energetic Association 
President, Len Staples 

This season has been very late and as yet 
only three or four hardy enthusiasts have ven 
tured through the thick crust of ice to scratch a 
few fish and crayfish for the family pot, but 
still we are all looking forward to a busy season 
early in the new year. The copies of this very 
popular magazine, which | receive each month, 
are passed around among the various club 
members, who enjoy May |! 
personally take this opportunity to congratulate 
our editor and his staff on a very excellent 
magazine, which no doubt helps to further this 
sport, and assists each skin with 
and experiences gained from other divers who 
write about their personal experiences in this 
magazine. A couple of members, including yours 
truly, are each negotiating the purchase of a 
lung to make this sport all the more interesting 
All of the members of this division use rubber 
powered guns which are quite effective in these 
waters, as our fish are of the small variety, 
averaging 3-lbs. with an occasional 5-lb. and 
of course the common 9 and 10-lb crayfish. The 
variety of fish generally hunted (and sometimes 
speared) is quite good, including all members 
of the parrot family, trevally (very tasty), trum 
peter, luderick (very exclusive), boar fish, gum 
my shark, cod and the crayfish (bugs). Rays, 
skates and the octopus, dolphin and a 
very rare shark and conger eel are also seen 
But above all, each spearfisherman enjoys to 
the full the thrill and fascination of the under 
water world. 

| would appreciate anyone writing to me per 
sonally, P.O. Box 138, Devonport, 
changing ideas and experiences. =» 


them immensely 


diver hints 


timid 
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Barrie Bradner, 8 years old, first used the lung 

when she was 61/2 years. Any more youngsters 

doing lung diving? Last month it was 71/2 years 
now 61. 
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innesota 
Skin Divers 


AS TOLD TO JOHN WEBSTER BY 
BOB TRAVIS KEAGLE 
MINNESOTA'S “MISTER SKIN DIVER” 


(Bob Keagle is a professional photographer 
and retailer of underwater equipment in Minne- 
sota. Active in skin diving affairs for the past 
11 years, Bob has, through his drive and per- 
sonality, boosted the Minnesota Skin Divers Club 
from a small group of five to its present mem- 
bership of over 100.) 


On Saturday and Sunday, August 14 and 15, 
eleven Minnesota skin divers from the Minn- 
eapolis and Duluth areas assembled at Goose- 
berry State Park, on the shores of Lake Super- 
ior near Two Harbors, Minn., for the first 
known skin diving operation in Superior's 
frigid waters. 

The purpose of the trip was twofold: first, 
we wanted to test our rubber suits and breath- 
ing apparatus in cold water, and, second, we 
wanted the thrill of being the first party to 
explore this unknown underwater area 

We pulled into the park early Saturday 
morning and picked a small bay at the mouth 
of the Gooseberry River for our first assault 
Naturally, the photographic gear came along 
on the trip, and one of the first things we did 
was take an accurate water temperature reading 
with a photographic thermometer. For the 
warmest time of the year, the mercury rested 
on 57 

All divers used the rubber suits as a barrier 
against the cold. Deepest diving of the week- 
end was down to 35 feet, and there was no 
temperature variation from the surface to the 
depth. Two of the Minnesota Skin Divers 
Bob Sweet and I—tried diving with just bath- 
ing suits, but two or three minutes submerged 
at those temperatures was enough 

Flowing down from the Mesabi iron range 
country in Northern Minnesota, the Goose- 
berry River's lake outlet was blanketed by 114’ 
layer of reddish-brown silt, invisible fron 
above or below but easily visible when passing 
through. The blanket cut down the light in- 
tensity but did not affect the visibility, which 
we estimated at 50 feet 

Most of our diving was done about 2.500 
feet down the shoreline from the shallow bay 
where the water temperature was 56°. We un- 
derstood that there were a number of caves 
under the water in this area and started our 
exploration. We finally located some of the 
caves, but the current was so strong around 
them that we didn't want to chance further 
exploration. However, among other things, we 
did find some rusted railroad rails, 30° long 
and too heavy to lift. They may have been 
jettisoned during some logging operation. With 
the price of scrap iron as high as it is, we are 
seriously considering another trip to salvage 
the rails next year. 

Throughout the weekend's underwater ac- 
tivities we saw numerous northern pike, some 
from a distance of only 4 feet. These northerns 
weighed between 5 and 8-lbs. and were spotted 
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LEFT—Four Minnesota Skin Divers prepare to explore the cold waters of Lake Superior. Left to 
Tom Gessner, of Hopkins; Bill Graves, Duluth; Langley Smith, Minneapolis, president of the Min 
Skin Divers Club; Luther Bolstad, Minneapolis. Bolstad, a victim of polio, cannot use his legs. H: 
into the water on crutches, then dons swim mits, parks his crutches and swims along with the 
RIGHT—Joe Mahaney, charges his standard Aqua-Lung cylinder with the Cornelius portab 2 
compressor. This compressor — one of the first ones off the production line — was given 
Minnesota Skin Divers for their Lake Superior trip. A long extension cord plugged in at a nearby 





enabled the compressor to charge lungs right at the diving site. Photos by Robert Travis Keag|: 


at a depth of 11 feet, 200-300 feet off shore. 
Minnesota's game fish laws presently prohibit 
the spearing of most fish species, so even 
though we brought our arbaletes along we 
couldn't use them. 

A very welcome piece of equipment for the 
trip was the much talked about Cornelius 
portable air compressor, one of the first ones 
off the production line. Minneapolis is the 
closest air refill station to the Superior diving 
area, 250 miles away, and refilling our cylin- 
ders would otherwise have been quite a prob- 
lem. All of the divers were able to spend as 
much time in the water as they wished, and the 
unit was continually in use. The compressor, 
weighing less than 50-lbs. complete with all 
accessories and an electric motor, was easily 
carried by one diver. A lodge near the water's 
edge furnished the necessary 110-volt current. 
A long extension cord made the unit perfect 
for our purposes, and we plan to buy one or 
more for the club’s use next year. The group 
agreed that the portable compressor was as 
indispensable as breathing apparatus for a 
diving club. A_ lightweight gasoline engine 
could be attached for more remote areas. 

The Lake Superior section we explored was 
a rocky plateau 35 feet below the surface 
several thousand feet out into the lake. The 
bottom was smooth, covered with four to six 
inches of gravelly silt and marked with oc- 
casional big boulders about the size of refriger- 
ators 

Quite frequently we are asked by east and 
west coast divers where in Minnesota there is 
anyplace to skin dive. Evidently they have the 
idea that the ocean is the only place where 
you can find water. Minnesota's 10,000 lakes 
(by actual count) and Lake Superior’s hundreds 
of miles of shoreline provide extensive areas 
for underwater exploration. Many lakes are 
sand bottom and spring-fed, allowing visibility 
up to 35-50 feet 

The Minnesota Skin Divers Club has en- 
deavored to keep an accurate record of the 
temperature range in Minnesota's lakes. Al- 
though ice covers the lakes for different per- 
iods each year, the average ice duration lasts 
from late November to the middle of April. 
After the ice breaks, the temperature usually 
runs from 40° to 46°. Two weeks later it has 
climbed into the 50° range, and during the 
heat of the summer it reaches a high of 70- 


75 


We would like to take this opportur 
invite our east and west coast fellow 
divers to visit Minnesota and try these 
in the summertime. Facilities for skin di 
Minnesota, recently begun, are now 1 
forward at top speed, and we are lookir 
ward to next spring for an all-out memb 
campaign that will place Minnesota at t 
of the “inland” skin divers list. >= 





Here is a different use for diving gear. Minne 

sota skin diver Bob Sweet was given the job o! 

preparing the evening meal. He came up with 

a rare Spanish dish requiring lots of onions and 

the combination of woodsmoke and _ onion 

proved so strong that the mask and_ snorkel 
were added. Keagle Photo. 
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“Steamboat” - 
Ohe Cod of the 
Solways Ledge 


By LYLE DAVIS 


Pres:dent, Underwater Spear Fisherman's 
Associatton of Queensland 


‘There's a monster lives over Solways 
ledge, the line fisherman said, “must be six or 
seven hundred pounds, I wouldn't go in there 


for a ‘housand quid.” 


Blushingly we must admit that even our own 
kith and kin come at it too. One day a couple 
of the younger lads left the water six feet 
from the bank like Marlin on a line, and hit 
the ro.ks above high water line in full flight. 
A hundred yards or so and a fraction of a 
second further on, considering that enough 
terra f'rma (mostly terra) had been placed be- 
tween them and the monster, they collapsed in 
a writhing mass of mortified manhood and 
gaspec. “he’s a monster, 500 pounds if he’s 
an ounce, big as a bath tub, you could walk 
inside him without bending down, you'd want 
acannon to dent his skull.” 


“Lead us to him,’ said Kirkham and Cox, 
“we got guns that'll dent his skull and what's 
underneath it too.”’ 


The day was dark and stormy and the Billy 
Goat was blind—sorry wrong number, there 
wasn't one goat, there were two, Kirkham and 
Cox; but the day was dark and stormy. How 
do I know? This is sunny Queensland, and we 
hadn't had rain for three months, and Inigo 
Jones had ordered this specially for the end 
of August, and also the goats weren't blind, 
for over the ledge in about twenty-five feet of 
fain swept water, Kirkham spotted the Spotted 
Cod, five hund--, hey hold it, you might land 
him. 

Down and down he went and lined him up 
between the eyes, but alas, he shot forward 
just as Frank pulled the trigger and the spear 
went through him just behind the head. 


A mighty lunge, a surge of human body 
(leaving through the water, then a twang as 
the 200 pound test nylon parted across a rock, 
and a gasping gurgling Kirkham rose to the 
surface looking as dejected as a thripenny ice 
cream at a kid’s picnic. He dashed to the bank 
too, but with remose, not fear, in his heart, 
grabbed another spear and in again in search 
of the monster five hund--, whoa Frank, you 
still might get him. 


Ron came on the scene and joined in the 
searcli, and there beneath them in about forty 
feet of water, old Steamboat cruised non- 
chalantly around with four feet of spear 
sticking up like an aeriel. 


He was apparently tuned in too, and spotted 
Frank like all good Spotted Cod should, but 
apparently Frank doesn't look nearly so al- 
lurins under water as Pam McGee (Australia’s 





131-lb. 8-0z. Spotted Cod taken by Ron Cox and Frank Kirkham. Tweed Heads, border of Queensland, 
Australia. August, 1953. 


This had been going on for so long that by 
the time he was at the water's edge, quite a 
crowd had including Fred Lang, 
that Johnny-on-the-spot Tweed Head's photog- 
rapher, who immediately proceeded to record 


underwater Marilyn Monroe) does, for old 
Steamboat took one look and 
Frank was However, in that 
was another monster in the form of Ron, so 
Steamboat hesitated, and as the wise Confus- 
cious or Malenkov or someone once said, ‘He 
who hesitates is lost’. Ron was thirty feet 
down in a good position; there was a twang 
and the five foot six inch spear went right 
through his head and from the 
bottom. It was a good shot but not good 
enough to end the fight; just the right distance 
behind the eyes but an inch too far to the left. 


headed east; 


west. direction gathered 


the landing and the landed 


Biggest fish I ever saw they said, must be 
five hund--; hold it mates there's government 
tested scales more accurate than them scales on 


protruded ; 
that thar fish. 


So once again a myth is exploded, but he 
sure was big, 131 pounds 8 ounces of powerful 
healthy fish, which should set a new Australian 
record for a Mates catch, and adds another 31 
pounds to the known capacity of the “Lyle 
Davis” single rubbered gun, and leaves about 
fifteen inches of spear up its sleeve, for the 
real five hundred pounder. “Bring him along,” 
say Frank and Ron. > 


Up and down he swept and as he passed 
Frank on the last trip to Bondi, Frank boarded 
the tram too, just for the ride, and as little 
Tim once said, “All things must come to an 
end” and so at last the fountain of Steamboat's 
energy ran dry, and they towed him ashore. 


PLIPLLLLLLLBLLLLLOLLOLOL LS. 


DOLPHIN SUIT CO. 
Mfg’s. Custom Built Rubber Suits 


GREEN DELUXE, KELP COLOR or BROWN 


$37.50 $42.50 


Suits are dry type — front entry — hood — wrist length — molded boots. 














When ordering specify measurements of head (around), chest, wrist, waist, 
hips, crotch to floor, foot (in inches) and height. Mail Orders Shipped C.O.D. 


Complete Line of Spearfishing Equipment 


CIRCUS PET SHOP 
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9642 E. Artesia TOrrey 7-0617 
BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


CORONADO WETBACKS 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA the 


McCULLOCH MERMEN 


By MARV NOTTINGHAM wennns 
The Wetbacks are in the winter doldrums By PAT MAYS 
again. A very important nucleus of the club is The Anacapa Island is twelve miles from 
again away at school. Pat Flynn, Pete Glynn ; —— 
and Steve Flynn are at So. Dakota State College, Port Hueneme. It has extensive kelp beds and 
Vermillion. Rene LoSaiie now resides at the attracts an immense colony of marine life, also —_ 
Naval Academy. John Elwell is still submarining sheepshead, opal eye, bass and abalone. We o 
with the Navy—he's a Sub-Pac wrestler. Ed left Port Hueneme about 7 A.M., all gear Bf water ? 
Bernhard, Tom Carlin and Ernie Mauro have ae 
taken to the surf-boards for the winter. stowed and a lot of ambition . . . the weathy § ae tre 
Ed Bernhard got some terrific experience last wes Renutiil, the weter coer, eold os on te > oly 
rida 
summer as a geological diver for Standard Oil berg. of Raint 


off the coast of Santa Barbara. He worked at 
75 to 100 ft. with his Aqua-Lung, taking sam- 
ples of the bottom. Ed is so sold on lungs now 
that he has purchased an Ingersoll-Rand com- 
pressor and our local mechanical genius, Carl 
Koehler, is whipping it into shape so we'll have 
plenty of air this summer. 


Our divers proved very adept but could not § for publ 
compete with the seals who defended their § further « 
caves and food supply. Everyone caught some. April 30 
thing, the largest fish caught was a 20-lb, § contest « 
sheepshead, speared by Bob Bault, a 13 '2-lb graphs 
by George Johnson and an 11'/,-lb. by Dean 
Burson. TOP 
ferred i 

The Coast Guard boat pulled alongside fora B ys, Na 
visit and took some of the boys for a ride °o the F water iu 
other side of the island. U.D.T. u: 
to divulc 


Mexican waters are cold and rough, but 
week end excursions yield some returns in bugs 
and abs. Ed has the cold whipped with a foam 
rubber suit and the rest of us are experimenting 
with liquid latex painted on wool sweaters. 





We also welcomed three new Mermen 








Connie Limbaugh has kindly consented to ace - 3 aboard, Gary and Bob Meyers and mmy Navy fo 
carry the load with film on a program with the Top: Christmas Bugs for Coronado Wetbacks, Siawinn. announce 
writer for the psychiatric ward at Naval Hospi- |. to r., Marv Nottingham, Pike Mead, Pat Flynn subs bei: 


We returned to port at the end of th: day § evaluatic 
with a good catch of fish and two rolls of film § Fairchi'd 


tal. We're sure they will go for anything Connie 


has to show and it seems a good way for any and Rene La Salle. 














club to justify its existence Bottom: Bob Bault, McCulloch Mermen. to record the day's pleasure. > complete 
aircraft 1 
a —————————— — frogmen 
‘ariet 

SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS LAUD a 
WATER GILL PRODUCTS FILTERED AIR Siieater 
" -_ haps the 
By Gregorian Vivimente itolian 
Skin divers may rest assured that the filtered, compressed air distributed by WATER GILL gists the 
PRODUCTS, Venice, California, will give them the ‘cleanest breath in town’. =o 

Robert Lorenz, expert skin diver, commercial diver and associate of WATER GILL PRODUCT'S, 
has expended every effort to learn the degree of purity of the filtered, compressed air his Don't 
company dispenses. A leader in water safety, this company engaged the scientific skill of the disappea 
AG CHEMICAL CO., INC., to determine the facts. Specifically, the nature of the tests was to learn _— a 
to what extent particulate impurities in unfiltered compressed air act as irritants when used in fo tung- 
aquatic equipment by divers. _ ” 
A new, tared AA type molecular filter membrane served as the basis of the tests. Measure- tens 
ments were taken of amounts of solid and non-aqueous liquid droplets retained by the filter. ie ton 
Next, five-rimmed type AA membranes were used. In effect, the report states: ieather | 
The weighing of the filters at the laboratory indicated no measurable weight increase in any of them to . 
the cases, that is, within an accuracy of 5 micrograms, which indicates that 100 cubic feet it for tut 
contain less than 1 gamma (one-millionth of a gram) of suspended matter. wld sho 
Simply, the quality of the air sampled proves that it equals the cleanliness of air-conditioned mood—gq 
rooms or better. It has been established conclusively that filtered air is more safe and superior eral appr 
to that which is unfiltered. Even the investigators expressed surprise over the cleanliness of the that Cor 

o , dental 
Art Conley and Chuck Peterson, members of the os aappry Tauee. ; ee : ‘ . Timcan 
Sharks Underwater Adventurers, with large As evidenced by this information, it is imperative that any compressed air used for inhaltaion The [i ’ 
Angel sharks caught bare anita Radinade must be purified by filter. Consequently, the incidence of lung contamination and irritation will “a ge 
Seach. Callfesnia. be reduced. Congratulations to WATER GILL PRODUCTS! This company has often demonstrated its eerart 
willingness to offer the skin diver the finest services and supplies available for personal safety. ese 
WEEEEEEE EEE E LEEK EEE ELLE EEE E EEE EEE E ELLE ELLE @ . — . a 

y PHONE EXbrook 6-4266 - 9-4464 - 6-8484 UNDERWATER SUPPLIES cOusT 
Week End -—— 


‘‘Water Gill’’ Products 
2547 Lincoln Blvd. 
Venice, California 


SPEARFISHING 
| TRIPS A 




















(From the Los Angeles area) Artificial Lungs Snorkels I 
SKIN DIVING AT ITS BEST co. — — . — 
u ane 
We DREXIGCAN WATERS Air Refills Quick Repairs Che 
Giant Black Sea Bass — Grouper — Bonita 
Cabrilla — Yellowtail — Rooster Fish Charter Service — Skin Diver - Fishing 
Lobster — Turtles — Marlin in season 


Beginners: See Bob Lorenz for advice and expert help. 
Romp with Father Neptune and the Mermaids!! 


EVERYTHING FOR SPEARFISHING 


The Thrilling Year-Around Sport Visit the fascinating underwater world 


For Information and Reservations Call: 





Day Evenings 
DAvenport 6-1019 TErminal 3-3445 
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By RICHARD CROSBY 








A cash award of $200 for the first prize in 
black-ond-white and color classes pius others 
totaling $750 are being offered amateur under- 
water photographers for photos accepted. There 
ore three other cash prizes in each class, all 
sponsored by the Rainbow Springs people in 
Florida. The only provision is that they be taken 
of Rainbow Springs and will probably be used 
for publicity purposes of that famous resort. For 
further details write them direct. Contest closes 
April 30, 1954. This is probably the first such 
contest of its kind limited to underwater photo- 
graphs 


TOP SECRET: French Navy specialists con- 
fered in Washington very recently with top 
US. Navy officials about a new type under- 
water 'ung developed by Captain Cousteau for 
U.D.T. use. Details are exciting. Wish | felt free 
to divulge more—maybe later—will check with 
Navy for security restrictions first . . . Publicly 
announced was the arrival of two French midget 
subs being tested at San Diego and undergoing 
evaluation tests. Frogmen are involved... . 
fairchiid Aircraft Corp. on Long Island will soon 
complete a 40-foot midget sub—designed using 
aircraft techniques—also made for joint use by 
frogmen and night raiders of the commando 
variety. Apparently U.S. is not going to get 
caught short in the event of war as far as un- 
derwoter fighting methods are concerned. Per- 
haps the 430,000 tons of Allied ships sunk by 
Italian torpedo-riders proved to naval strate- 
gists the effectiveness of these daring skin div- 
ers—ca naval arm not to be taken too lightly. 


Don't be surprised if the Cornelius Compressor 
disappears off the market soon. My inside infor- 
mation is that it was developed as an adaption 
to lung-divers’ needs by Max Gene Nohi of 
Desco in cooperation with Cornelius only after 
Congress was debating cutting Air Force budget 
for 1955. This being Cornelius’ major customer, 
they turned to our civilian needs to establish 
another market. | tried as early as 1948 to get 
them to sell me their bare unit so | might adapt 
it for lungs and put it on the market. | got a 
cold shoulder. Now Congress is in a different 
mood—gave Air Force the green light on Fed- 
eral appropriations for 1955 and it is my guess 
that Cornelius, who before the war was a 
dental equipment manufacturer, may find it 
Necessary to cater only to government needs. 
The little pump is used on several type military 
aircraft for pneumatic actuating purposes as 
now being favored in the industry over hydraul- 
ics. 25,000 were made in 11 years. 


COUSTEAU’S LATEST: The January, 1954 issue 


a 


Charlie Andre 











ae 


ws, Donald Pinder and Arthur Pinder display a catch made off the Florida Keys. The 


fish weighed (lI.-r.) 29 /2-lb. and 28 1/2-lb., the eel, 18-lb. Andrews and A. Pinder were members of the 


of the National Geographic Magazine features 
another periodic report by the famed Captain 
Cousteau. As fascinating as unearthing an Egyp- 
tian pyramid, the article explains in detail how 
a team of Cousteau's divers equipped only with 
Aqua-Lungs, fins, masks and sponge-rubber 
suits dredge apart, jar-by-jar and timber-by- 
timber, the ancient Greek cargo ship reported 
in earlier SKIN DIVER issue. About 15,000 am- 
phoraes were removed with the help of a TV 
camera that talked to divers one-way with 
divers answering in pantomime to the directions 
given by scientists who remained topside aboard 
the Calypso. Working in depths of 120 to 140 
feet, divers went down in 17-minute shifts at 
the end of which a rifle was fired into the 
water as a signal when time was up. Shot 
could plainly be heard all the way down, sim- 
plifying communications. This was self-contained 
lung-diving in all its glory. One diver—ex- 
French Navy frogman died—of ‘‘what we 
French call white syndrome’ says Cousteau. 
Didn't specify further. Wish some of our readers 
would explain. Man was found at about 220 
feet, unconscious and pale-white, after seeking 
to locate ship's lost anchor. Cousteau’s innova- 
tions include the TV camera flanked by two 


Neptune club's Cuda Cup championship team and competed in the National Underwater Championships. 


6000-watt bulbs—most powerful made—would 
melt if used in air, he says, and cost $90 each, 
giving not a very generous service—life of one 
hour. Expensive business. The Captain says TV 
camera more sensitive to light than the film 
variety. Also says for countless centuries octopi 
have occupied the amphorae jars by squeezing 
in and covering themselves at the bottle neck 
with pebbles, shells, stones. This debris was 
found in every jar as leftovers from the home- 
steading. Cousteau also took time off to go to 
Greece to look up ship owner's crumbling stone 
villa. He found it, complete with same emblem 
as found on the jars underwater; a historical 
detective story. 


DIVER’S TREASURE: Mr. Stack, internationally- 
famous numismatic authority and coin dealer, 
announced the sale of a new shipment of “‘gen- 
vine pirate gold coins’ in a N.Y. newspaper in 
early January. Dated 1635, of Spanish colonial 
vintage, with the Maltese Cross on one side and 
the Heraldic Arms of Spain on the other, they 
were “recently recovered from a sunken Spanish 
Galleon as sunk by pirates off Colombia, South 
America’, says Mr. Stack, for sale at $75 each. 
| wonder who the diver was. = 
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Now — extra-tarce GIANT | 

IN EXTRA STIFF RUBBER | 
“The model we supply the Navy Underwater Demolition teams.” THE 

This item available only on custom 

direct mail order. Sent Postpaid — $14.95. 

7520 Clay Street | 

Write for Free Ear Plugs and Catalogue. Huntington Beach, California | 
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The World Premies 

An interesting underwater tropical spectacle 
opened at the Roxy Theater, just off Times 
Square in New York. While the Fahrenheit 
dropped to a nose-nipping 12 degrees outside 
and tall searchlight beams tangled in the blue- 
black of the evening sky; so typical of the 
drum-beating that is Hollywood, a new picture 
brought a stream of celebrities from parts un- 
known into the blinding glare of lights beneath 
the theater marquee. The jewel-bedecked and 









the mink-clad “names’’ smiled, posed, got 
their pictures taken by a dozen press photog- 
raphers and a TV camera. Somehow I got 
ushered in in the same grand manner, when I 
announced that I was The “Skin Diver's’’ spe- 
cial envoy and self-appointed movie-reviewer. 
Ahead of me walked screen star Robert Wag- 
ner, while a few paces behind was Gloria De 
Haven, looking very pretty. A freezing popu- 
lace stood roped-off on both sides that Decem- 
ber the 16th, while we all packed the house to 
see what Cinemascope was up to now. 





The Feature 

The outstanding advantage of the new view 
is that it is so wide that panning is virtually 
unnecessary. The camera spent most of its time 
underwater fixed on a tripod, with only a 
brief trip through space in the best skin diving 
fashion. It was operated by a gentleman named 
Till Gabbani whose rare photo appears on 
these pages as he laid out the take off Nassau 
in the Bahamas. He wears an Aqua-Lung in 
the picture and is seen holding an Aquaflex 

















“Beneath the 12-Mile Reef’, L'Amour at three fathoms. 20th Century-Fox Photo. 


“Beneath the 12-Mile 


Reet” in Cinemascope 


By RICHARD CROSBY 
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35MM camera, this time with its horizontal 
stabilizing fins removed. I recall I asked Cap- 
tain Cousteau once about those fins and their 
usefulness in actual practice. He laughed, 
thought them quite unnecessary as the camera 
case itself provides more than enough mass 
bulk to steady itself. He evidently was so 
right because in this movie when the camera 
does move off its anchorage it is very unsteady, 
fins or no fins. The wide lens of course makes 
it seem a lot worse than it really would be 
otherwise. 


The story concerns itself with a feud be- 
tween the sponge-gathering diving Greeks of 
Tarpoa Springs, Florida, and the English fish- 
ermen around the Keys nicknamed the 
“Conchs”. Dramatically it is believable in a 
simple sort of way. Greeks and Conchs tangle 
repeatedly like the Martins and Coys, the 
Conchs being very objectionable to the Greek 


“invasion” of their home waters where they 
too, gather sponges, but from boats and with 
long hooks instead of employing the diving 
suit. 

To this Hollywood added a love affzir be 
tween star Robert Wagner and Terry Moore 
these two being from opposite sides of the 
fence until they fall in love and run off to 
gether in her father's boat after the Greek’s 
boat gets burned at the dock in retaliation of 
preceding differences. 

The pair hide their craft in the waterw ays of 
the Keys, are seen swimming underwater a 
great length amid rays, barracuda, etc., end do 
a much-publicized kiss. In all 20th Century-Fox 
was quite surprisingly generous with «inder. Gilbert 
water footage of film. Underwater scenes ap. 
pear throughout the whole feature, clima.ed by 
a struggle with a 22-foot octopus which Wag. 
ner kills by tearing open a bloody gas! with 
his sponge-gathering rake. 

The octopus is perhaps the liveliest speci- § Cinem. 
men ever cemented together in a Holl) wood Bell a 
rubber laboratory or seen thus far on the § anamorn! 
screen. Youthful Wagner upon returning to @ camera 
the boat after the fight below tries hard © use prices 
a John Wayne nonchalance by reporting that, & portab 
“Oh, no . nothing happened. Nothinz im. phonic ‘ 
portant’. As an actor, he should leave t vat to Mf for prove 
Wayne. i 

; Movie 5 


In all the movie people deserve congiitule B gruadio 















































routin 
reader 


tions for not throwing in their usual non § idery at 
sense about creatures of the deep. Alt! ough gested by 
moray eels, rays and sharks and others ate" inter 


pictured close up, none are too hungry for Bed th 
a72-pou 
with the 
ancient § 
pear in | 
treasu! 
exclusive. 
knowr 
Cinem: 
contestan 
is here to 
human flesh or seem anxious for a fight ners in 
Perhaps with so many skin divers around that brother ¢ 
know better, they didn’t dare do as in daysMfall trying 
gone by; sacrificing reality for a cheap thrill. fJindustry 
The best actor is Gilbert Roland who play They are. 
Wagner's father and diver who later gets th¥—— 
dreaded bends and is seen lying on deck in 
agony. He screams with pain in a coma as his 
assistants pack him with crushed ice to lessen 
his misery. This is in direct contradiction to 
what Japanese divers have been reported doing 
The latter sit for hours in a hot tub of water 
after a deep dive, this being the more practical 
where recompression is not possible within 4 
tank. The practice probably has merit as it im 
creases blood circulation and thus allows 
nitrogen to escape through the lungs mor 
rapidly while relaxing the body tissues with 
heat. I don’t know where they got that i¢ 
























































Take One . . . Hollywood's 
vulcanized octopus and 2 
diver . . . finless Aquaflex . 
and photographer. ‘‘Be- 
neath the 12-Mile Reef’. 
Center scene taken from the 
movie. 
20th Century-Fox Photo. 
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Mr. Stuart Stovini, one of the 





















Gilbert Roland lies in agony from the bends on 


the deck of the sponge boat. 
20th Century-Fox Photo. 


in this movie. Perhaps some of our 
an explain. 


cope for the Amateur 

ind Howell recently announced that an 
hic lens in “C-mount” for 16MM 
has_ been Although no 
ere arfhounced, it comes complete with 
curved screen and a two-track stereo- 

a matching lens 


developed. 


sound system, with 
ection. 


sidelights 
o people at the premiere told me that 
iter locations for the picture were sug- 
xy a Howard Lightbourne, described as 
rnationally known treasure hunter.’ He 
amera crews to a spot where he found 
und silver bar two years ago, inscribed 
e¢ date 1652 and probably from some 
Spanish Galleon. The scenes that ap- 
the picture show the area where this 
was found. This is a ‘Skin Diver” 
e, since this fact is not generally 
1ascope then, the newest arrival and 
int to win people away from television, 
to stay, along with its bespectacled part- 
1 3-D, its refined 
Cinerama, and those ever-lovin’ flats; 
ng to prove as they say in the movie 
that “movies are better than ever’. 
c, => 


three-dimensional 


CALIFORNIA 


COUNCIL OF 
DIVING CLUBS 


It seems to me that the position skin diving 
has obtained in a short period in California is a 
powerful argument in favor of club associations 
on a statewide basis. It is true that the majority 
of skin divers are bored silly by a lot of talk 
about laws, legislation and conservation, and 
would far rather have a bull session on the best 
place to hunt big fish, but in California, at least, 
some of the diving clubs had sense enough to 
realize that some measures had to be taken to 
preserve the sport. The clubs which have consist- 
ently supported the Council of Diving Clubs are 
responsible for the lack of restriction we all en- 
joy in California. 


Reports we are receiving from other areas will 
give you some idea as to the problems which 
have been avoided by the action of the Council 
in California. Most of the trouble apparently is 
caused by a lack of understanding, and the an 
tagonism from line fishermen. In Florida, the 
skin divers are facing legislation which will put 
further restrictions on underwater fishing which 
is already limited to certain areas. Angling 
groups have been fed so many fantastic reports 
about the activities of the divers that an actual 
attempt to ban the sport was made. As usual, 
the commercial fishermen helped stir up the an- 
tagonism and Florida divers have a serious prob- 
lem on their hands. Some of the reports can al- 
ways be proven and are substantiated by the 
actions of a few ‘potato heads’ which invade 
every sport. These characters are singled out by 
opposition as examples of all skin divers, and 
without an effective state organization, the stor- 
ies cannot be discredited. Along the east coast 
the same problems are arising with anglers and 
commercial fishermen singling out the actions of 
a few who violate all the rules of good sports- 
manship as examples of all skin divers. Many 
areas are outlawed to the spearfishermen and 
other restrictions are proposed. In Louisiana, we 
are informed that skin diving is still illegal. In 
Australia, where a well-organized state asso- 
ciation is in action, proposals to ban the sport 
in certain areas were scotched. The move stem- 
med from commercials attempting to place the 
blame for the disappearance of certain fish on 
the skin divers. The divers seldom see these fish. 

The same antagonisms and problems exisied 
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most prominent spearfishermen in Italy, and his catch. Dr. Stovini has 





made three expeditions to the Red Sea and is contemplating a fourth. 
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in California and could easily have resulted in 
restrictions on our activities if action had not 
been taken in advance to offset them. The past 
year has seen the officers, directors and com- 
mittees made up of clubs in the Council appear- 
ing at hearings all over the state. Countless con- 
ferences, consultations and correspondence with 
sportsmen’s groups have blocked moves to re- 
strict the sport before they got started. Coopera- 
tion and conference with State Fish and Game 
officials have resulted in amendments to existing 
laws which restricted skin divers. Through affil- 
iation and partnership with the Ocean Fish Pro 
tective Association, the aid of that powerful or- 
ganization has been enlisted and has smoothed 
the way for the general acceptance of our sport 
To Bob Ketcham and his backing through the 
O.F.P.A. we owe much of our success in obtain- 
ing favorable legislation 


Our troubles are far from over. There are still 
a great many people who are only too ready to 
believe that the underwater hunters are respon 
sible for the disappearance or scarcity of some 
ocean fish. The depletion of the sardine to the 
vanishing point has pin-pointed the warnings of 
some marine biologists that California citizens 
may soon be forced to decide if the remaining 
fish should go for sportsmen or to the commer 
cial industry. The precedent for this decision was 
established long ago when trout, venison, elk 
and bear were eliminated from the commercial 
market and limited to the sportsmen. Conserva 
tion among sportsmen is easily controlled and 
the take limited to the available crop through 
the regulatory powers of the Fish and Game 
Commission. Conservation groups are quick to 
lower the bag limits and restrict areas at the 
first sign of depletion. The commercial industry 
is controlled by the state legislature only, and it 
is (or has been) almost impossible to pass any 
realistic conservation measures at this level. The 
hue and cry over taking away the means of 
making a living, and the sacred cow of labor 
out of work and industry idle has always man- 
aged to block even the slightest attempt at con- 
trol. The fact that over-fishing will put everyone 
permanently out of business has been avoided 
until the sardine disappeared. Now the light 
may dawn, and it's a good thing skin divers 
don't take sardines or we would be made the 
scapegoats 


Skin divers along the Pacific Coast will be vi- 
tally affected by the action taken at the next 
session of the state legislature. Sardines and 
anchovies are the food fish of the ocean and 
game fish depend upon them. When the food 
disappears the fish go with it. 

Because local conservation problems must re 
ceive state-wide support in the legislature, a 
new organization is being formed which will be 
called the California Wildlife Federation, and it 
will make recommendations on all matters per- 
taining to the conservation of fish and game in 
the state. Represented in this Federation will be 


Associated Sportsmen of California 
Southern Council of Conservation Clubs 
Sportsmen's Council of Central Calif 

Ocean Fish Protective Association 

Federated Sportsmen of San Diego County 
Inland Council of Conservation Clubs 
Sportsmen's Council of the Redwood Empire 
North Eastern California Sportsmen's Council 


Application by the Council of Skin Diving 
Clubs for membership in this group was ap- 
proved unanimously at their meeting in Fresno 
on January 2, 1954. If the clubs represented by 
the Council ratify this affiliation it will be the 
first time that skin divers have been accepted on 
an equal basis with other sportsmen’s groups in 
such a large organization. This acceptance rec- 
ognizes the importance of skin divers as estab- 
lished sportsmen and the Council of Diving 
Clubs as their representative in the state. 

BILL BARADA, President 
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Qualifications for a 
Diving Certificate 


at Scripps Institution of Oceanography 


(These qualifications are published with the 
suggestion that the individual clubs adopt 
similar rules. It will be good practice for all 
club members and will educate the younger 
members in some of the diving safety laws.) 


In order to qualify for a diving certificate, 
a diver must: 


1. Take a physical examination 
2. Swim 1,000 feet without fins in the 
ocean 
3. Enter and leave the surf without fins. 
4. Swim in a rip current. 
5. Swim underwater for a distance of 75 
feet, with one breath and no fins. 
6. Swim underwater for a distance of 125 
feet, with only 5 breaths and no fins. 
7. Skin dive to a depth of 18 feet. 
8. Skin dive to a depth of 10 feet and 
recover a swimmer 
9. Carry a swimmer 75 feet at the surface. 
10. Pick up a struggling swimmer. 
11. Give artifical respiration (arm lift/back 
pressure ). 
12. Swim 75 feet underwater with a lung and 
no face mask 
13. Clear mask at 10 feet depth 
14. Clear regulator tubes at 10 feet depth. 
15. Remove and replace lung and mask at a 
depth of 10 feet 
16. Make a free ascent from a depth of 10 ft. 
17. Exchange a mouthpiece with a buddy. 
18. Jump into the water from a height of 3 
feet with gear on 
19. Enter and leave surf with the diving gear 
on. 
20. Tow the diving gear 500 ft. at the surface. 
21. Skin dive down to a depth of 10 feet and 
recover a lung diver 
22. Know how the various pieces of diving 
equipment function, and about their care 
23. Know the cause, prevention, and treat- 
ment of the following diver's diseases 
1. Drowning 
2. Air embolism 
3. CO2 build-up 
1. Over-exertion 
5. O2 poisoning 
6. N2 narcosis 
7. “Bends” 
24. Know diving rules and diving suggestions 
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Arbaletes & parts, Masks, Fins, Snorkels, 

Bel-Aqua Suits, Balboa Foam Rubber Shirts 
and Suits, Aqua-Lungs, Surfboards, Water 
Skiis, Aqua-Gill, Jr. & Sr., 1-lb. lead weights 


for Bel-Aqua Quick Release Belts 


JERRY’S 
Diving Equipment 


FR 5-4977 Open 7 days a week, 8 - 8 
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Diver Bill Loeffler and quarry owner Sylvester Ahola look over one of the slot machines recovered at 
about 45 feet. Gloucester, Massachusetts. 





Frogmen — 
Hit Jackpot 


A Gloucester church “talent dollar’ project 
will receive financial assistance from a source 
it never expected help from—SLOT MACH- 
INES. 

The money, 109 nickels and 86 quarters, 
was recovered by the Greater Lawrence Spear 
and Fin club when its ‘Frogmen’’ members 
dove into an abandoned 70 foot quarry and 
came upon the sunken treasure. 

One machine, containing $5.45 in old buf- 
falo and liberty head five-cent pieces was re- 
covered on a ledge about 45 feet down the 
side of the steep quarry while members were 
busy taking underwater motion pictures. 

The quarter machine, taken to the surface 
Wednesday afternoon, October 21st, was found 
wedged five feet farther down and contained 
$21.50 in quarters. 

As far as could be learned from “‘old time” 
Gloucester residents, the “one-arm bandits” 
were abandoned in haste during a raid some- 
time in 1928. The owners took time to remove 
the contents except for the “‘jackpot’’ reserve 
which the local Frogmen found intact though 
the machines were nearly completely disinte- 
grated. 

The quarry, formerly used for mining gran- 
ite, was abandoned in 1890 when the work hit 
springs which made continued mining im- 
possible. 

Greater Lawrence members also recovered a 
number of tools used by workmen during 
operations but were unable to salvage any due 
to their condition when brought to the surface. 
In fact, when some of the tools were picked 


off the bottom in 70 ft. of water, they com- 
pletely dissolved in the diver’s hands. The 
remained intact on the bottom because of 1 
current in the waters. 

The find was made on property owned by 
Sylvester Ahola, who operates Amateur Kadi 
Station P1PU, and who became friendly with 
Loeffler, Amateur — Station 
WI1PFA. 

Upon talking over their mutual interests on 
the air one day, Ahola found out that Loeffler 
was a “frogman”’ and enjoyed skin diving and 
underwater photography, and Loeffler found 
out that Ahola had a great quarry of clea 
water to dive and photograph in, so the tw 
got together. 


who operates 


The money was turned over to Ahola by 
Loeffler, who is on the Board of Directors 
of the Greater Lawrence Spear and Fin Club 
and a director of the National Frogman Club 
Ahola said he would turn over the proceeds 
of the find to his church after the paying of the 
the frogmen’s air expense for the Aqus 
Lungs they used in the “‘find.” 

Assisting in the recovery were Henry Green 
William Loeffler, Raymond Lussier, Fred Wat- 
ers, Harold Ritter and Gerald Rowen, all o 
Lawrence, and Methuen, Massachusetts. > 





“‘Man, dig those crazy ear-plugs’’. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SANTA BARBARA SEALS 
By ROD WHITE 


During the first few months of lobster season 
things were slow here as they were every 
where. There was an abundance of ‘‘shorts’’, 
but very few ‘‘keepers’’. However, during this 
last seige of windstorms (when the water was 
foo dirty to dive) the picture changed com- 
pletely. Now even the most frequented places, 
such os Carpinteria Reef, are affording bugs for 
everyone. 

Ove: the New Year's week end we met three 
of the Marlin Club at one of our favorite spots 
north cf town. Among them was Gibby Dear, a 
former UCSBC student. He had been telling his 
friends of this fabulous place that was just 
gowling with 15 pounders; and after much 
yncomplimentary name-calling, he decided to 
make ‘hem eat their words. Well, I'm sure his 
name will be appearing in the Southern Cali- 
fornia Social Register any day now, because his 
party vas just barely able to drag their haul 
back to the car. | didn't actually count the num- 
ber of bulls the three of them caught, but I'm 
sure it was close to a dozen—including a 16 
pounder brought up by Sir Gilbert himself. 

This week end we are looking forward to a 
visit by the West Los Angeles Neptunes. They 
plan to spend two days diving Carp Reef and 
to have a pot luck dinner with entertainment on 
Saturday night. If the rains have muddied the 
reef too badly, we'll probably take the gang 
to Tab'e Rock or some other spot far enough off 
shore ‘o afford clear water. I'm glad Johnny 
logan wrote us in advance, because I'm sure 
we con in some way make their trip a more 
enjoycble one. That goes for anyone else who'd 
like to give our waters a try. 

Uncle Sam has finally let go of our last 
wayward member, Chuck Fair. He has spent 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


PHILIPPINE FLIPPERS 
Navy Skin Divers Club in the Philippines 
By J. T. COSTELLO 


The U.S. Navy recently inaugurated a skin 
diving and underwater photography club at the 
U.S. Naval Station, Sangley Point, Philippine 
Islands—the first military sponsored skin divers 
organization in the far east. 

Seventy-five Naval Officers and men have 
already been enrolled in the new spearfisher- 
man's club. Officer-in-charge of the newly 
formed club is Commander James C. Huddleston, 
USN, Station Executive Officer. The spark plug 
of the newborn group is President Bob Forson, 
Navy disbursing clerk. Other officers are Lieu- 
tenant Leighton Spadone, vice-president; Roger 
Wetmore, secretary-treasurer and Ernie Jordan, 
recorder. 

The skin diving enthusiasts have made several 
aquatic expeditions off Bataan, Corregidor, Tal- 
ampulan, Nasugbu and other southern islands. 

The 7083 islands of the Philippines offer a 
veritable paradise for skin divers, spearfisher- 
men and underwater photographers. The Navy 
men and members of the Manila Skin Diving 
Club have snagged skates, lobsters, octopus, 
sting rays and puffers on their trips. The sub- 
terranean coral reefs have presented a scintillat- 
ing sight for the underwater cameraman and a 
precious playground for shell and tiger eye 
collectors. _ 


three years with the engineering corps of the 
Marines. During that time he has kept his hand 
in by diving off San Clemente (while on man- 
euvers) and also off Japan, where he was 
stationed for the past year. Last week he 
showed he hadn't lost his knack a bit when he 
just came along for the ride’’ without flippers, 
gloves, or long underwear and picked up a 12- 
Ib. bull—the only one of the day. => 





Top: Cdr. J. C. Huddleson. Bottom: “Flippers” 
and members of the Manila Skin Divers off 
Luzon Point, Bataan. 


The Navy ‘Flippers’ are instructed in ob- 
servance of safety precautions and familiariza- 
tion with various types of skin diving equip- 
ment, when they are not on their monthly fish- 
ing cruise of the Islands. 

The “Philippine Flippers,’ their official name, 
have introduced this new and fascinating sport 
of skin diving to the Orient and are helping to 
discover a new world under the sea in the 
South West Pacific. =» 
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Cressi Underwater Sports Equipment Co. 
6210 Bergenline Avenue, West New York, New Jersey 








order now! 


DO WE HAVE YOUR ORDER? 


Cressi underwater sports equipment was 
enthusiastically received at the Chicago NSGA 
Convention and we anticipate wider distribution 


than ever. To be sure of getting your share, get in your 


Just published — large illustrated catalog showing our complete 
line of underwater sports equipment made in Italy — including 
masks, fins, spearguns, snorkels and other accessories. It’s 


yours free — write today! 
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NAVY ELECTRONIG 
LABORATORY RESEARCH 


By GEORGE SHUMWAY 


U. S. Navy Electronics Laboratory 


San Diego, California 


Navy Electronics Laboratory and Scripps Institution of Oceanography marine geologists at San Nicholas 

Island during an underwater geological mapping survey for the Navy. In the foreground note tools 

of the trade—transit, sextant, inclinometer, buoys, etc. Standing left to right: H. B. Stewart (SIO), 

Max Silverman (NEL), D. G. Moore (SIO), George Shumway (NEL), Dr. E. L. Hamilton (NEL); seated left 
to right: R. F. Dill (NEL) and Dr. H. W. Menard (NEL). 
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Free diving affords many opportunities fo, 
subsea research and experimentation in addj. 
tion to the acknowledged possibilities it offers 
for obtaining a sea food supper. Scientists at 
the U.S. Navy Electronics Laboratory (NEL) 
use the Aqua-Lung for a variety of research 
purposes. Before any useful work could be 
done underwater, however, it was necessary 
that personnel be trained to dive, and that 
underwater tools, instruments, and research 
techniques be developed. This article and fy. 
ture ones will tell of our progress in classified 
research diving at NEL up to the present time 
and will describe our current work. 


The Scripps Institution of Oceano ;raphy 
(SIO) is located in the San Diego ara not 
many miles from NEL, and the growth of 
research diving around San Diego has r: sulted 
from close cooperation between the two « rgani- 
zations. A diver-training program was estab. 
lished jointly by Conrad Limbaugh, 1 iving 
Officer for SIO, and Robert F. Dill of NEL to 
train personnel from both organizations This 
program has been successful in proc ucing 
qualified diver-scientists and to date ap >roxi- 
mately 60 people have completed the training 


Considerable developmental work on inder. 
water tools and instruments has been dine at 
NEL. Simple and reliable transparent © lastic 
and aluminum cases have been construct«d for 
still and motion picture cameras. Trans arent 
cases to house stopwatches, exposure : ieters 
and compasses have been machined fro: flat 
plastic stock and sealed with O-rings For 
geological purposes an ‘“‘undisturbed” sec iment 
sampler, a ripplemark measurer and an in<lino- 
meter have been built and used. A lea: belt 
weight of improved design has been put t» use, 
and to improve diving safety an emerzeng 
release buckle suitable for attachment «a all 
Aqua-Lungs has been developed. 


The necessity of doing specific researc!) jobs 
underwater has made it possible to work out 
techniques for what might be called ,roup 
enterprises. For example, a group of us (se 
accompanying photo) made an_ underwater 
geological mapping survey last July at San 
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EMERGENCY RELEASE BUCKLE FOR 
SELF CONTAINED DIVING APPARATUS 
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Nicholas Island (Menard, et. al., 1954). In 
this operation we obtained rock samples for 
laboratory testing, and mapped geologic struc- 
ture by measuring the dip and strike of under- 
water rock outcrops with inclinometers and 
compasses. This type of work is of interest to 
oil companies who are exploring offshore oil 
possibilities. Several companies already have 
ysed Aqua-Lung divers for work of this nature. 


By experience we have learned something 
about the precautions and’ preparations nec- 
essary ‘or deep diving. Robert F. Dill, Conrad 
Limbaugh and Dr. Hugh Bradner made a dive 
to 225 feet in one of the submarine canyon 
heads off the Scripps Institution of Ocean- 
ography. The walls of the canyon were studied 
and diver reactions were noted. 


Various types of underwater work have 
yielde data on air consumption rates for work 
at different depths and it is hoped that some 
conclusions on this matter can be presented 
in the xear future. One fact is evident from the 
information presently available—an_ exper- 
ienced diver uses considerably less air than a 
beginner in the same situation. If any readers 
have taken data on air consumption in their 
dives, Dill would be interested to know about 
it. For any dive the following data is needed: 
capacity of air tanks; tank pressure before dive; 
tank pressure after dive; depth at descent 
point; greatest depth attained; estimated aver- 
age working depth; time submerged. 


The qualified Aqua-Lung diving instructor 


at NEL is Robert F. Dill. Qualified divers 
are: Robert S. Dietz, Dale E. Good, E. L 
Hamilton, E. C. LaFond, H. W. Menard, 
Charles N. Miller, Daniel B. Pease, George 


Shumway, Ivan C. Simpson and Richard G. 
Stephenson. 

Emerg.ncy release buckle for Aqua-Lung 

tanks 


No matter what type of buckle is used with 
Aqua-Lung straps and weight belts, an emer- 
gency release mechanism could be of consid- 
able aid in time of need. Some of the rela- 
tively few Aqua-Lung accidents which happen 
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are the result of inexperienced divers who 
swim out from shore alone (as they never 
should do) and then have difficulties. Such 
people could probably save themselves if their 
equipment contained emergency release mech- 
anisms. In everyday use also there is need for 
a relatively easy method of removing tanks 
from a diver’s back. At the end of a long dive 
with a heavy multiple tank unit it is necessary 
to get it off one’s back before climbing into 
a boat. Even an experienced diver may have 
trouble getting out of the standard harness 
when tired; a beginner almost always needs 
help. 

The emergency release buckle shown in the 
accompanying figure has been developed at 
NEL. It is made from brass stock, 3/16 inch 
thick and 1 inch wide. A 3/32 inch diameter 
brass cotter pin fits in a hole drilled lengthwise 
through the buckle and holds the two sides 
together. A ring in the head of the cotter pin 
aids in pulling out the pin. The pin can be 
replaced and used many times. 

The buckles can be made most easily with a 
milling machine, but a hack saw, a file, and 
a drill press are all one would need to make 
a few buckles. Instead of making slots for the 
web straps, two holes in each end of the 
buckle could be made, and the webbing fas- 
tened directly to the metal by means of rivets 
or machine screws. 

Two buckles are needed for each tank unit, 
one on the waist belt and one on the left 
shoulder strap at about breast height. It is al- 
ways possible to slip out of one shoulder strap 
if the other shoulder is free. On the waist belt 
and on the weight belt the buckle should be 
located about four inches from the regular 
buckle, which would place it to the left of the 
buckle according to conventional direction in 
which a belt leads around the waist. Because 
divers frequently use borrowed or rented tank 
units, it would be advisable to have the loca- 
tion of emergency release buckles standardized. 

In the opinion of the writer, emergency re- 
lease buckles of the type described here should 
be standard equipment on all Aqua-Lung tank 
units and weight belts. The buckles could be 
added to the straps of existing tank units 
merely by cutting the straps and riveting the 
buckles in place. The cause of diving would 
be furthured if such buckles, complete with 
the necessary rivets for installation, were avail- 
able commercially and if they were standard 
equipment on all new tank units which are 
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AQUA-LUNGS 
| For Rent or For Sale | 
| Maintenance — Refills 


Large stock of 
UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 
and spare parts 
Hurricane - Cressi - Champion 
Squale - Pirelli - Voit - etc. 


Mail orders filled promptly 
‘‘La Belle France’’ | 
C. & M. Caron Box 315 | 


St. Thomas Virgin Islands| 
“The Skin Divers Paradise’ 




















NEL Belt Weight 

To achieve near neutral buoyancy while 
wearing a full foam rubber exposure suit, a 
diver needs 12 or more pounds of weights. 
The rather widely used cast iron weights of 
circular design do not produce a belt sufficient- 
ly heavy to counteract the buoyancy of the 
foam rubber. The occasions has 
found it necessary to use 2 and even 3 cast iron 
weight belts for diving, and has done so with 
apprehensive feelings. In addition to the fact 
that the cast iron weights are not of optimum 
design, their cost is relatively high—approxi- 
mately a dollar a pound. 


writer on 


The NEL belt weights can be used either on 
a web belt or in the pockets of surplus cart- 
ridge belts. The accompanying drawing gives 
the necessary dimensions for making a mold 
to cast the weight. The weight is approxi- 
mately rectangular, with slightly tapering sides 
so that it can be removed easily from the mold. 
The center slot also is slightly tapering to 
provide easy removal of the tongue which 
forms the slot. The mold was built of alumi- 
num. 


Molten lead is poured into the mold to 
within one half inch of the top. This produces 
a weight 2 inches wide which weighs about 
114 pounds. The center slot is deep enough 
to accommodate a 11/, inch wide web belt and 
it is offset toward one end of the weight so 
that the weight will be stable on a belt and 
not tend to tip outward 


A practical way to use these weights is to 
fill the pockets of one half of a surplus cart- 
ridge belt with them and to pass a 11/) inch 
wide web belt through the straps in back of 
the cartridge belt. This produces a belt of 
about 9 pounds weight. A few additional 
weights are strung on the web belt as needed 


Reference: H. W. Menard, R. F. Dill, E. L. 
Hamilton, D. G. Moore, Geo. Shumway, M 
Silverman and H. B. Stewart (1954). Under- 
water mapping by diving geologists: Bulletin 
of the American Association of Petroleum 
geologists, Vol. 38, No. 1. =» 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SEA SPOOKS 


OF CHULA VISTA 
By WALTER OTTE 


OF CHULA VISTA” is a 
diving club in Chula 


“SEA SPOOKS 
skin 


The 
newly organized 
Vista, California. 

The Spooks had their first meeting and in- 
stallation of temporary officers in September, 
1953. Chester Bright was elected president and 
Denny Breeze as secretary-treasurer. 

Club Objectives and Policies are as follows: 
To inspire courage and confidence in the mem- 
ber. To provide training and practice in diving, 
water safety and life saving. To furnish training 
in leadership and club procedure. To improve the 
member under the guidance of a competent 
evaluator. To stimulate community service and 
responsible citizens. To closely abide by all local 
fish and game laws. To cooperate fully with the 
1.U.S.A. towards furtherance of diving, swim- 
ming and water safety interest, both nationally 
and internationally. No provision in the by-laws 
shall conflict with the by-laws of the 1.U.S.A. 

The membership now stands at six charter 
members with three new candidates working 
to qualify for membership. In October, the club 
made an outing to Ensenada, Mexico. However, 
the water proved to be too rough and murky 
for successful diving. But a great time was had 
by all, camping on the beach over the week- 
end. 

On December 20 the club made a trip to the 
Los Coronado Islands. This trip was unbelieve- 
ably successful. Many fish were brought in, in- 
cluding bass, sheepshead and perch. Visibility 
was about 30 ft. horizontally. A fine time was 
certainly had by all. This new club is looking 
forward to meeting with members of other 
clubs and we wish you all good luck and fine 
fishing in 1954, =» 














Puerto Cabello, Venezuela—teft to right, Dr. 

Alfredo Mendez, Dr. Louis Viada, Louis Viada, 

Jr., Earle R. Williamson. Tarpon taken with 
Thunderhead mounted on deluxe Arbalete. 
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AT SANTA BARBARA 


26’ STEELCRAFT 
U-DRIVE 


$40 plus fuel per day 
Special Boarding Ladder 
Loading Platform on Stern 

For Reservations 

Telephone 2-7186 

| SANTA BARBARA 

MARITIME ASSOCIATES 

Santa Barbara 

at the Breakwater 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
LONG BEACH NEPTUNES 
By JAKE FRAZIER 


The December meeting of the Neptunes was 
held in the canteen of the Belmont Recreation 
Center. The meeting was a combination pot-luck 
dinner, Christmas party and election of officers 
for the coming year. 

Everyone enjoyed the dinner, all kinds of 
wonderful dishes and a variety of pies, cakes 
and ice cream were served. 

The Christmas party was a WOW! Gifts were 
exchanged, we raffled off a coffee maker and 
a pair of fins, and Jack Ward and Dottie Davies 
won the door prizes. 

We would like to extend our thanks to all 
the ladies of the Neptunes for their efforts in 
making the evening such a wonderful success. 

Diving has been pretty good for us lately. 
Bud Flower has come up with some fine fish, 
a 25-lb. sheepshead, a 15-lb. white sea bass, 
and sundry other fish. Doc Mathison and Herb 
Sampson had a field day recently at Corona. 
Jack Ward got a 10-Ib. bull bass last week, and 
Lee Jamison got a 12-lb. cabezone at the break- 
water. 

With the opening of the new year we are 
all dutifully treking to buy our new licenses to 
be in the good graces of the F. & G. It is time 
now to pay yearly dues and our new treasurer 
hopes to have his books cleared soon. 

Our monthly beach meet was won by Lee 
Jamison. There was a nice turnout in spite of 
the dirty water. 

Thanks to all our out-going officers for their 
many efforts, and a big bouquet to Gerry 
Kennedy for putting in so many unselfish hours 
as our secretary. 

We now have new officers for 1954: Presi- 
dent, Bob Washbon; Vice Presidents, Jack Ward 
and Bud Flower; Secretary, Pat Harrelsen; Treas- 
urer, Lee Jamison; Recording Secretary, Dottie 
Frazier; Publicity, Jake Frazier and Doc Mathi- 
son, => 








MASSACHUSETTS 


LAWRENCE SPEAR AND 


FIN CLUB 
By BILL LOEFFLER 


The December meeting took place at 
ternational Institute in Lawrence, wit! 
members present. Bill Loeffler showed hi 
completed film with sound called ‘‘Und 
Adventures’ and a Coast Guard film was 
on the new Neilson method of artificial 
tion. The club voted to adopt a club 
for bathing suits and jackets. 
the meeting was our genial presider 
Lussier, and helping him at the hea 
were Arthur Johnson, vice pres., Tony 
secretary, Harold Ritter, treasurer, and Bil 
ler, publicity. It was voted at the meeti: 
the club enter a booth in the coming La 
Hobby Show to be held at the “‘Y"’ Jan. 
A committee for the hobby show was 
and they included the above officers plu 
ter Hoyt, Fred Moriarty and Frank Shy: 
club believes this hobby show will creat 
interest in our club and more interest in 
of Spearfishing. 

At this meeting we accepted our first 
member, Mrs. Arlene Gibeau of Lawrenc 
is an American Red Cross Life Saving an 
instructor. This brings our instructor st 
the club up to five, and allows us to s; 
club into groups for instructions at the 
pool which are held once a month dur 


winter period. Next swim will feature t! 


rect use of flippers and masks, along 
course on lifesaving in breaking holds. A 
tors meeting comes in February in order 1 


spearfishing expeditions during the sprin ; 


summer months along the New Englanc 
line for 1954. Club membership now is s« 
five. Plans are being made to group th 
members into the Junior and Senior phc 
activities. More on this to follow later 
year. >> 
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Presentin 


* Gun Length, 101 Inches. 

* Spear Length, 35 Inches. 
* Powered with Surgical Tubing. 

* Equipped with Safety. 


AMERICAN DIVING SUPPLIES 





--- °“°*3PF WEE’ 





* Gross Weight, 1% Pounds. 
© Rubber Container for Nylon Line. 
* Adjustable Power. 
* Maximum 30 Feet Underwater. 


A GUN DESIGNED FOR THE BEGINNER & EXPERT 


1911 S. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. 
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vers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: 
Commercial—8c per word. 
py before deadline date, 10th of month. 


ersonal—$1.00 minimum or 4c per word. 
Payment must accompany 








WRITE FOR bidder's list of Navy surplus rafts 
ond Frogman suits. 21 rubberized rafts and 30- 
§0 rubber suits. Frogman Gear, Disposal Offi- 
cet, N Noval Supply Depot, San Diego 31, Calif. 
GOGGLE- FISH, explore the clearest, warmest 
ean water in United States. 21 years diving 
experience takes private parties to fascinating 
florida reefs. Underwater photographers, use 
my experience with 20th Century Fox on ‘‘Be- 
neath the 12-Mile Reef’’. Equipment available. 
for reservations, Ed Ciesinski, 504 Simonton St., 
Key V West, Florida. Phone 2- 3263. 


WAKE YOUR OWN rubber diving suit. Scientifie- 
ally compounded liquid latex enables you to 
wat sweat shirts, long johns, etc. Paint it on, 
let it dry and “‘presto’’, you have a rubber 
wated suit that is completely elastic, form fitting 
ond “warm"’. 1 quart sufficient for complete 
long johns. Send $3.50 money order for 1 qt. 
lub-Cote, 3037 Spaulding St., Long Beach, Calif. 
Phone Long Beach 90-5848. 

FOR SALE. Aqua-Lung unit, 40 cu. in. tank. 
Harness and regulator good condition. $65. 
Ronald Vanfleet, 7615 Happy St., Hollydale, 
Calif. Phone MEtcalf 3-1272. 
WANTED—Second-hand standard Aqua-Lung 
with air reserve. Gary Lamm, 2018 Crestlake 
Ave, South Pasadena, Calif. Call Cleveland 
1.7735 

NOTICE TO EXPEDITIONS and those remote from 
air stations. For Sale — 3000 Ib. Ingersoll Rand 
istage air compressor, complete with filter, 
woling unit, 2-244 cu. ft. 2015 P.S.I. tanks, 
monifolded for storage and filling. Driven by 
10 h.p. Wisconsin air cooled motor. Paul 
Shuman, 3117 Division Street, Los Angeles 65. 


BARRACUDA CO2 cartridge type gas gun, per- 
fect condition. $20. Bel-Aqua rubber suit, $25. 
Phone Kimball 5643 (Los Angeles). 
FOR SALE—Junior Aqua-Lung (purchased March, 
1953). Used. Price $85.00. Wm. M. Brown, 
Pasadena, Calif. SYcamore 7-1583. 
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EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 


TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS — IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 
What's new in the way of skin diving equip 
ment? Do you have an idea for a better type of 
flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let me help you with 
your particular problem. Whether it is the 
Development, Manufacturing or the Marketing 
of o new or old item, see me. 


PARK MFG., INC. 


2080 LAURA AVE. LOGAN 8-7128 
HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA 


— Specializing in Molded Rubber Goods -- 




























































Bottom Scratcher Lamar Boren on location for RKO production “Big Rainbow” filmed at Kona, Hawaii. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


BOTTOM SCRATCHERS 
By JACK PRODANOVICH 


Bottom Scratcher Lamar “‘Swede’’ Boren has 
spent many years developing and perfecting 
underwater photographic equipment and _tech- 
niques while recording underwater activities 
and publicity of the Bottom Scratchers Club. 

Boren’s underwater activities over the years 
may be likened to a busman’s holiday since he 
is a commercial photographer. Anyone familiar 
with Swede’s work knows him for a perfection- 
ist with both stills and motion pictures. His 





Boren used a an n underwater camera case of his own design. 


perfectionism and artistry with underwater 
movie cameras resulted in his contract with 
RKO to ‘‘shoot"’ the technicolor production ‘Big 
Rainbow" starring Jane Russell. 

Filmed on location off Kona, Hawaii, Boren 
shot’ all the underwater scenes with a 35mm 
power driven camera, enclosed in a pressurized 
underwater case of his own design and manu- 
facture. He also shot considerable footage of 
the scenes filmed ashore 

We're happy to see that RKO recognizes 
Swede as an unsurpassed underwater photo- 
grapher and artist. It won't be any surprise to 
the Bottom Scratchers to see more and more of 
Swede's talents absorbed by the industry. = 












913 COAST HIGHWAY 










AQUA-LUNG REFILLS 


Lyle A. 


HOSKIN & SON 


(1 Door West of satis Agency) 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SKIN 


NEWPORT, CALIF. 
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Frank Hacia, 103,-lb Striped Bass, Coney Island. 
ae Porpoise Club. 








’ sai Sd 
Porpoise club members Arne Britz, 8-lb. Spade- 
fish, and Trevor Engblom, 15-lb. Thresher 
shark. Coney Island. 


QPP PPP PPPP III IDPIL LI IIIIOIOOIO 
SUIT YOURSELF KITS 


Feature heavy duty rubber pre- 
cut to your size for quick and 
easy assembly (4 to 6 hours). 
No special equipment needed. 


KIT CONTAINS 


Long sleeved jumper 
with hood. 
e 
Full length trousers. 
7 
Ample supply of 
cement and extra 
rubber. 
x 
Seam roller. 
2 
Detailed instructions 
for assembly. 
e 


FULL PRICE 
$20.00 


JUMPER ONLY 
$10.00 








Measurements: 
Head, Chest, Waist, Crotch to Floor 


MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


SUIT YOURSELF 
P. O. BOX 7155 
LONG BEACH 7, CALIFORNIA 
No C.O.D. Prepaid Only 
In California add 3% Sales Tax 
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KELPTOMANIACS 
By SILVESTER SEAWEED 


It's been some time since we have had an 
article in the Skin Diver. But from now on we 
hope you'll be hearing from us regularly. No- 
vember saw the election of new club officers. 
Michael Harrold is our new president, Beech 
Laswell the secretary-treasurer, Burt Williams is 
offical recorder, and Bill Walker the safety 
committee chairman. The new administration 
only hopes to do as well as the preceding one. 


The awarding of a monthly club trophy for 
the largest fish caught during the month has 
been in effect for the past five months. Bill 
Walker captured the trophy last month with a 
shovelnose shark. This makes the second time 
our safety man has been awarded the trophy, 
but in order to keep the trophy, a club member 
must win it four times. The first man to win it 
four times keeps it. 


Every month we hold an inter-club meet. The 
meets are based on a point system to determine 
the three-man team to represent our club in the 
Pacific Coast Championships. Lately, during 
these winter months we have been finding the 
water ‘rather cool’’, but the competition in our 
monthly meets is still very keen. The results of 
our last meet show our top three men to be 
Burt Williams, Michael Harrold and Bill Walker. 


If your club has not received a letter from 
us, they will in the immediate future. In this 
letter we request any questions or suggestions 
you may have concerning underwater safety. 
We are in the process of compiling enough 
safety information so that we may be able to 
print and distribute a safety pamphlet covering 
all the different phases of diving. We would 
also appreciate the cooperation of divers who 
do not belong to a club. All organizations or 
individuals whose information or suggestions 
are used will receive just credit. 


At this time we would like to offer our 
thanks to those individuals and clubs that aided 
us in fulfilling our job as Safety Committee at 
the Pacific Coast Junior Championships last 
October. 


An excellent safety slogan to remember is 
When you gamble with safety, you bet your 
life.’ >=» 
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Complete Selection 
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ROBERT KISLIN’S 
Sporting Goods 


710 Main Street 
Asbury Park, N. J. 
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LONG ISLAND DOLPHINS 
By RICHARD FERG 


For the north east coast divers thinos have 
been slowing down for the past four ‘months, 
and now the activity in the water has almos 
ceased completely. 


1 would rather not go back over the past 
season's history, which would include tie var. 
iety of fish caught and their diverse weights 
and sizes, the activities of the differen’ clubs 
and what they have contributed to the sport 
who has failed in his efforts and why ‘e has 
failed, who has succeeded and how. 


Rather than go into the past season, | would 
look ahead into the coming season, not for 
myself, but for the Long Island Dolphins and 
the spearfishermen of the whole nor: east 
area. 


What does the north east coast spec: 'isher- 
man have to look forward to in the oming 
season? We feel that Charlie diver has | ‘tle to 
look forward to unless he joins a club or starts 
one if there aren't any to join. (The Long |sland 
Dolphins will be glad to help anyone ~vart o 
club or locate one in his area if it is ata 
possible.) Once the club is started, it is «© otirely 





Joe Wetzel, Jr. and the largest Striped bass 
speared on Long Island last season, 33-lb, 
14-0z. Joe hit the fish from below and was 
pulled under three times before surfacing the 
fish, he only had 12 feet of line on the gun 


up to the club on what the coming season will 
hold for its members. The Long Island Dolphins 
will do their best. 


We are starting the season with our first 
annual dinner on January 29th in New York 
City. At the dinner trophies for the 1953 EC 
U.S.A. meet will be presented by Dr. Eugenie 
Clark. Later in the program, Gustav Dalla Valle 
will present one of his full length color under 
water movies. The L.I.D.'s will sponsor the | 954 
championships at which we hope to have 
bigger and better showing. We also plan 1 
hold inter-club meets throughout the secson 
with the winner based on the largest fist 
caught rather than quantity. All of these things 
however, will be difficult to accomplish withou 
the full cooperation of all clubs. 


Recently, Joe Wetzel called a meeting of dl 
groups that go under the name of ‘‘a club 
Of the thirteen clubs invited, only five showe? 
any interest, consequently very little was o« 
complished as far as a better organization het 
in the east is concerned. Whether the coming 
season is a success or not depends on th 
divers and their clubs. > 
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PUGET SOUND MUDSHARKS 
By BETTY BLANCHARD 


Probably the first question we are asked 
when we tell people about our sport is “‘Oh, 
but isn't it dangerous? . . . The “Mudsharks 
gre beainning to wonder about it themselves. 
The latest incident that caused creases to ap- 
pear or) foreheads was when Jack Meyers re- 
ported being shot at by youngsters who mistook 
him for a seal. There is a bounty offered here 
in Washington for killing hair seal. So far we 


haven't had an offer on any skin divers. This 
is the such incident that we have heard of, 
and needless to say we are getting just a little 
uneasy. The club now has a drive underway 
to get members to mark their hoods in some 
distinct'\ve manner so that they won't resemble 
a seal te so much. We have given ihe matter 
9 good deal of publicity throughout the state, 
and ho. notified neighboring clubs. The stripes 
on hoc will not, however, be too effective 
unless close range . . . so our safety lies in 
the publicity we can get. . . so that people will 
be mace more aware that there are many divers 
now in the state. 

Since the boys have marked their hoods | 


can't he!p but think that we should change our 
cub name to “The Underwater Skunk Patrol 


However, I'm voted down. 
We »ear from 1.U.S.A. that the 34-lb. ling 
taken President Jim Blanchard is the largest 


ling on record. Jim is cautioned to hang tight 
to his crown as all of the members and the 
Beachcombers’’ are out to break that record. 
The Mudsharks” are happy to welcome the 








Jim Blanchard - 34-Ilb. Ling. 


Beac!icombers” into the fold. They make the 
ifth b in the Northwest now, and it looks 
ery r 1 like we will have an interclub derby 


his summer. 

As you already know, an octopus was taken 
n these parts recently. With eight nice tentacles 
0 work with we came up with many different 
ecipes for cooking. Sam Meln highly recom- 
mends Octopus Burgers, then we hve ociopus 
utlets ala Meyers. | tried it in a chowder. All 
were very good. The octopus iastes to me like 
fab, but has a texture more like shrimp or 
Pbster. The octopus is prepared as follows 

Wash tentacle well, lay on a flat sur’ace and 
ub plenty of salt into it. Put in boiling water 
bnd boil for 20 minutes. Remove from pan and 
Ft cool. Peel off the suction cups and outer 
kin, hide, or whatever it is. This leaves a very 
ce pece of white meat. Force this through the 
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TAMPA TRIDENTS 
By BURTON McNEELY 


Several members of the Tampa Tridents have 
been busy this fall trying to set a few records 
on jewfish. Since Tampa Bay has more jewfish 
than any other comparable area of water in 
the state, this has produced some excellent re- 
sults. As of yet, no individual records have 
been broken, but some impressive fish have 
been taken. 

Divers in Tampa Bay don't enjoy the extreme 
visibility that is found in the Keys. The water 
is considered clear here with 6 to 8 foot visi- 
bility. Maybe this is the reason for the unusu- 
ally large number of jewfish...and big ones 
at that. During the fall and winter months 
the huge fish collect in the bay in large num- 
bers, with as many as 25 ranging from 30 to 
125-lbs. found around one ship channel marker. 

Ray and Bill Odor, Eddie Huffman and Jim- 
mie Baxendale have been the most successful 


Tampa Trident Eddie Huffman took on this 
307-pounder single-handed. Tridents have a 
contest going on for the largest fish. 


divers. The group brought in one which weighed 
slighily over 500-Ibs. This was landed with the 
help of all four members. Since word has been 
received about the rules concerning individual 
records, the tactics have been changed. Now 
each diver fishes for himself, and large fish 
are taken by the diver alone, without the use 
of lungs or floats of any type. 

Eddie Huffman now holds the club record for 
jewfish. He shot and landed a 307-pounder sin- 
gle-handed without the use of a lung. This will 
only be a temporary record and probably by the 
ime this gets to print it will be broken. >=» 


meat grinder using medium grinder attachment. 
Spread meat out in a shallow pan and sprinkle 
with unseasoned meat tenderizer 30 minutes be- 
‘ore you want to use it. The meat may be pre- 
pared any way you like. Any recipe that calls 
‘or sirimp is likely to be a good octopus recipe. 
Some say it’s great with a sweet or sour 
sauce. 

We'v2 had some real blows up here re- 
cently, but it didn't keep the boys out of action. 
January 1, 2 and 3 found them in despite rough 
waters, and even a light snow fall... took 
some fish, too. "= 
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NO. HOLLYWOOD TRITONS 
By DICK TAYLOR 


Rough water has been playing havoc with 
our rubber suits, but we've been enjoying good 
diving, with good catches of Bull Bass and 
Sheepshead. The largest was a 20 to 25-lb. 
Sheepshead. He went in a cave in 45 ft. of 
water and wouldn't give the shaft back. 


We had elections of officers. Jerry Van De 
Vanter is our new president, Walt Beaudro, 
vice president, Dick Thorsen, secretary, John 
Steele, treasurer, Dick Taylor, reporter and Roger 
Lang, fish recorder. 


Lately we have been hearing some loud 
reports from fishermen on the spearing of por 
poise. We talked to a few (fishermen—not por- 
poise), and if something isn't done it might give 
skin diving some trouble. (There is a law 
against ij.) Our club feels much the same way 
about it 


We just had an inter-club contest... it was 
much to talk about as the water wasn't too 
good, but the winning fish was a large Moray 
Eel taken by our new president, Jerry Van De 
Vanter. It has an interesting story. It seems that 
the Moray was fighting a large octopus (large 
for this area, about 3-ft. across). The octopus 
lost two arms in the battle and escaped badly 
beaten. Then the Moray challenged Jerry. As 
for the Moray, one of the boys who will eat 
anything took it home to try it. (No report 
as yet.) tid 
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MEL’S 
Aqua Shop 


A skin diver's paradise for 





skin divers only. 


1911 So. Catalina Ave. 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 


PHONE 
FRontier 5-6714 or 5-6327 


STORE HOURS— 


10 to 6 Mon. thru Sat. 
9 to 12 Sunday 


BEL-AQUA Rubber Suits 


Sold on Time Payments 
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GUANTANAMO BAY 


DENIZENS OF THE DEEP 
By CARL W. PLATH, JR. 


Our skin diving club here at the Naval Base 
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, was formed almost 
a year ago. Though our membership is some- 
what transient in nature, we manage to round 
up 15 to 20 faithful divers twice a month for 
meetings. We are very fortunate in that we can 
and do spear fish here all year round, especially 
since we have very little stormy or even cloudy 
weather. When it does blow we always manage 
to find a lee someplace. 

During the past year we have speared many 
types of fish, including several large jewfish 
{about 160-lbs.), many jacks, many more 
grouper and red snapper, plus a few moray 
eels, turtles and rays. The only thing we havent 
tackled yet is a shark 

Several months ago we held our own four- 
hour Spearfishing Championship in which 15 
teams of two members each _ participated. 
Though the large fish weren't very cooperative 
that day, we did manage to catch a multitude 
of the smaller varieties. The two largest fish 
caught during the meet were 13-lb. jacks, 
speared almost at the same time and out of 
the same school by teammates, Lt. Kropack and 
Lt. Bass. The team consisting of Mr. Cavanaugh 
and Seaman Foster speared a total of 100-Ibs. 
of fish for first prize in that division 

Seaman Foster, one of our better divers, has 
been transferred to the west coast for duty. We 
hope to hear that he is participating in one of 
your clubs out there. Any readers who find 
themselves in the Navy and visiting the sunny 
climes of Guantanamo are welcomed to join us 
on our week-end spearfishing sorties. “™ 
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STAY WARM IN COLD WATER 


Yes, you can stay warm in cold water this winter by 
wearing protective diving outfits made of the new 
wonder material . . . foam neoprene. This material 
is light, easy to handle and will not rot or deteriorate 
in sun or salt water. It makes diving a real pleasure 
at any time of the year. 


BALBOA SWIM SHIRT 


Gives the diver full freedom of movement and 
yet keeps the cold out. Made of foam neoprene 
with a full length zipper down the left side 
of the front. As simple to get in and out of 
I A I (os sacar caleebeclgueneamunnten $29.95 


INSULATEWEAR TRUNKS 


Foam neoprene trunks to wear with the swim 
shirt. Close-fitting to keep out the cold. The 
entire outfit make a very comfortable, protective 
diving suit that will not hamper your move- 
ments in the least. Full-length trunks and shirts 
also available. Short trunks .................. $11.95 


NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 





6902 Coast Highway 


ee 
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Distributed Through 


U. S. DIVERS CO. 


1045 Broxton Ave. 
LOS ANGELES 24, 
CALIFORNIA 
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LOS ANGELES NEPTUNES 
By WOODY DIMEL 


Seeing a picture of Stan Armstrong in the last 
issue of the Skin Diver with the east cogs 
divers reminded me of the movies that Stan took 
at the Laguna contest two or three years ago 
His movie gave an excellent version of what 
there is for the spectators to see in a skin 
diving contest of that type. If you ever have g 
chance to see it, don't miss it. 


| would recommend that all of you read the 
article in the March issue of Man's Life maga- 
zine entitled ‘‘Florida’s Fishing Fued. It js 


about the fueding between the line fis ermen 
and the skin divers in Florida. You can thank 
the Council of Skin Diving Clubs and tie OF 
P.A. that we don't have a similar cond tion in 
California. | can see no reason for two sports. 
men's groups to battle amongst ther selves 
while the commercials sneak in and take over 

The Council has taken another grea’ stride 
forward. It has been accepted for mem ership 


in the California Wildlife Federation, | This 
federation is made up of all the gq alified 
sportsmen’s councils and associations Cali 
fornia and associated with the National Idlife 
Federation. The Council is the first skin diving 


organization to be accepted in an orgar zation 
of this type. The Council and all its rember 
clubs should feel highly elated. 

The February Council meeting will be an 
important one. Everyone should attend and 
bring members from other clubs that ‘Jo not 
belong to the Council so they can see ow it 
operates. Membership in the Council is st: | open 
to those clubs who are progressive, law «biding 
and conservation minded. | believe tha: most 
of the clubs that fit these qualifications «lready 
belong but there may be a few who do not yet 
belong. Look for the time, date and meeting 
place elsewhere in this issue. >> 
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Skin Diver 
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SPEAR GUNS . 
CRESS! © BARRACUDA ® NEPTUNE 
ARBALETE ® HAWAIIAN SLING 








We : 70 cu. ft. $1.25 ea. 
Refill Tanks 38 cu. ft. $1.00 ea. 





AQUA-LUNGS ® SWIM FINS 
MASKS ® SNORKELS ®SPEARHEADS 
RUBBER SUITS © BOOKS 


Phone 6-1768 
128 WEST BROADWAY 
LONG BEACH, CALIF. 
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Double check valve 


keeps the water out 


in any position. 


” THE “MARINO” 


one piece diving mask 





The U. S. Divers Corporation, manufacturer of the famous 
“Aqua-Lung” has done it again. From France comes 

a sensational new development in aquatic equipment . . . 
the “Marino” one-piece diving mask. 


Built-in breathing tube with a patented double check valve 
makes the ‘Marino’ the only sporting mask that 
will not let water in regardless of position. 


No confusing separate breathing tubes to obstruct vision. 
The “Marino” enables the swimmer to comfortably 
breathe through his nose. 


Large face plate gives unhampered view. (Shatterproof) 


Adjustable ear pads reduce the hazard of water 
damage to ears. 


The “Marino” is the perfect aid for non-swimmers . . . 
diving novices . . . the over-nervous. 
All can enjoy the water with complete confidence. 


The “Marino,” with safety glass, to retail for 14.95 


U. S. DIVERS CORPORATION 


1045 Broxton Ave. 


Los Angeles 24, California 
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CONNECTICUT 


GREATER HARTFORD YMCA 
UNDERWATER SWIMMING 


CLUBS 
By STEPHAN H. TJAARDA 


Our underwater swimming clubs have been 
active throughout the year. This year again, we 
will offer an underwater safety course for our 
members, which will start in May and continue 
through June, 1954. Last year we did not in- 
clude with our instruction, the use of under- 
water breathing apparatus. This year, however, 
we will include this important phase of skin 
diving. Through the courtesy of The Florida 
Frogman we were able to secure an A-Lung, 
which is a product manufactured by Desco 
Diving Equipment Co. The usage of this lung, 
including the Aqua-Lung will be instructed 
during our underwater safety course. 


We have received honorary memberships from 
the Underwater World Swimmers Club, Oceanic 
Research Associates and of the Marine Labora- 
tory Association of the University of Miami. Our 
Frogmen Club is chartered by the National Frog- 
man Club and our other clubs are members of 
the Hartford County League of Sportmen’s Clubs. 


Gustav Dalla Valle is coming to show his 
shark-fighting movies and his equipment on 
February 8, 1954, and Hilbert Schenck, Jr., who 
presides over our clubs, will continue to lecture 
to us on the use and safety precautions of un- 
derwater breathing apparatus. 





Our Underwater Safety Course includes—in- 
struction of salvaging methods, usage of spear- 
guns and spearfishing tactics, underwater ap- 
proach tactics in relation to lifesaving needs, 
equipment usage, theory and literature of skin 
diving and popular oceanography. After the 
course has taken place, our members must pass 
tests in relation to the subjects taught. 


During the months of June, July and August 
we go demonstrating at camps and beaches and 
do our spearfishing and underwater exploring 
at New England coasts. 


In Hartford we secure our equipment at All- 
ing Rubber Company, who offers our members 
a discount on equipment purchased. One of our 
favored spots is Watch Hill, Rhode Island, where 
we attach ourselves to Aqua Products Inc. who 
are able to service us with everything aquatic, 
as spearguns, Aqua-Lungs, compressed air, 
boats and plenty of good hunting grounds. 
Aqua Products Inc. is headed by two capable 
spearfishermen, Colonel Mathew Ferguson and 
Robert Herson, who are continually servicing 
new diving enthusiasts. Our clubs will also par- 
ticipate in the Annual Hartford Sportmen’s and 
Boat Show, which will attract thousands of 
people throughout Connecticut. 


Our clubs enjoy very good relations with 
other sports clubs, as line fishermen and hunt- 
ing groups and we keep close relations with the 
Department of Fish and Game in our state, in- 
forming them regularly about our activities. By 
promoting good relations and by keeping our 
underwater safety standards high we hope to 
continue our program and extend our member- 
ship and also will be able to safeguard our 
members in their spearfishing and shallow 
water diving excursions. >» 
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NOTICE 3 


THE SKIN DIVING BOAT 
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LONG ISLAND SANDFLEAS 
By CHUCK BALFOUR 
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. Chuck Balfour, Bill Kennard, Jer 


L.l., New York. 


pried en half a dozen bay scallops wit 
afew hours. If one can do away with 6 in 
the Hart. § ort eriod of time, what damage will tho 

s of oihers do? We feel this situat 
the day's remedied before too many of t 
hachik offellfish are destroyed. If the mussel beds a 
destroyed, the Blackfish will soon head 
greener pastures. 





Although this is our first year as an orga 
ted club, most of us have been diving long 
and have watched this changing condition 
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FUSIDO - imported, soft, face forming Mask — 


= 95 value at . feet . $3.95 
ith exhaust valve - 4.50 
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FUSIDO Snorkel - blue anodized - 

Exhoust valve & check ........... 
AQUAFUN 

Davenport 3, lowa 


. $2.95 


Catalog Free 
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We'd like to take this time to commend the 
Operation Star- 
mop.” 1s a swell idea and we'd like to do the 
same thing out here. During the past four sum- 
we have been diving at Wildwood's 
Back Beach, we've noticed the Shellfish popu- 


lation being depleted. Four years ago ‘'Fisher- 
man’s Rock’’ and all the surrounding rocks were 
the loco on of several tremendous mussel beds, 
but in te past summer we saw hardly a mussel 
or scalloo to be found and the the starfish are 
all over the place. 

On warm day in June when the fishing 
was po several of us watched a single star- 
fish in large tidal pool. He methodically 


ry 


Anderson and John Palmero. Montauk Point, 
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DAVEY JONES RAIDERS 
By MARIE DI CARLO 


For the past year there's been a pretty funny 
joke going around our organization. It's been 
funny as ‘all get out’ to everyone. That is, it's 
been funny to everyone except one Chuck 
Pearson. Chuck, like a few other members of 
the club, had been sucked in on one of those 
little air guns that work occasionally. He had 
just purchased the weapon and this was the 
initiation. Peering down, Pearson, spotted a 
whopper. This was his chance to show the rest 
of the club that he, too, was an expert in the 
art of skin fishing. (He was kind of new at it!) 

With the war cry of Davey’s divers (blub 
blub) on his lips, he dove siraight and strong 
down on the choice target. The depth was a 
daring nine feet. The gun was new. The ad 
versary non-resistant. The diver was true blue 
, . (the water was cold! By this time the 
buddies’ with floats were near to the beacl 
They, being slightly more experienced, had 
taken one look and beat a wake for sa’ely 
Chuck was stealthily stalking a giant 3-foot 
shark! 

It's said that to scare a shark holler! It's 
our belief that this shark must have hollered 
first. Our desperate diver shot to the surface 
He didn't waste time. He churned and charged 
through the surf to the safe shore. They dragged 
the winded diver from the sea and when he 
had his breath back he gave our group the 
story. To him the fish looked nine feet Jong. 
When asked why he hadn't shot the monster 
he explained that the gun only hissed a little 
and wouldn't shoot. 

By this time the 
out and the species being determined. Laughter 
rang out and Chuck hung his head 


little old fish manual” was 


Well, he 
pouted, he had heard of shovel nosed sharks 
aitacking! 
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THE EDCO 


Available at Your Dealers 
or Write 
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NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 


Sub-Mariner 


Soft, warm, comfortable, 
Neoprene Foam Rubber. 


Preferred by amateurs, 
endorsed by professionals. 


The Sportsman Shorty — $45 
The Sportsman Full Suit—$75 
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at 
Paul Brakebill and Chuck Pearson 


That was a year ago 

This month Chuck got the last laugh. He also 
got the trophy for the month. His catch was a 
4-fi. leopard shark 

We have a lot of fun in the Raiders. Not only 
on our weekly outings, but at our meeiings 
During January, we had underwater color films 
taken by one of our members, Rod Larsen. We 
had several guests giving us different talks on 
diving and we had a lot of new members. Our 
club boasts experienced divers and we also 
have novices 

There are a good many plans for the future 
of our organization and wed like very much 
to include new members in these plans. There 
are several expected trips to Guaymas and the 
f you're 


Coronados in the immediate future. If 


interested in diving, good fun and some fine 
friends wed like to have you spend an 
outing with us or come to one of our meet 
ngs std 
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LA JOLLA SKINSTERS 
By MIKE CARNOHAN 


| should like to belatedly report the formation 
of a new club. We are entitled the “La Jolla 
Skinsters'’, and have been in operation some 
six months, with most of our meetings to date 
devoted to charter, elections, and just general 
argument as to what to call ourselves. Mem- 
bership is comprised of some 38 divers, some 
from Scripps Institution, Naval Electronics Lab., 
U.D.T., with the rest otherwise unaffiliated. 

Present officers are: President, Bob Huffer; 
Secretary, Jim Merten; Treasurer, Lew Kidd; 
Head Publicity Hound, Yours Truly 

With the exception of the time spent arguing, 
our regular meetings have been most successful, 
featuring movies by Connie Limbaugh and 
Cousteau, talks by fish and game officials, and 
demonstrations of the latest Italian equipment 
by an ex-Olympic diver. Our beach meetings 
have also been well attended, considering the 
frigidity of the water, and have included trips 
to the Coronados and Rosarita Beach—all fairly 
productive, particularly if you count the goose 
bumps. 

We consider ourselves extremely fortunate 
in that our local waters are probably the best 
all-around diving grounds on the coast. | expect 
some slight disagreement with that statement, 
but would like to point out that it is a rare 
day when we are prevented from diving by 
bad weother or dirty water, and | doubt that 
there are many spots, either north or south that 
can make that claim. We never fail to get our 
limits of abs, and expect to soon say the same 
about bugs, if they ever get here 

We would like to welcome members of any 
other clubs to dive with us when they are down 
this way. Just contact Bill Towe at La Jolla 
Sporting Goods as to time and place. 
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NEWPORT HARBOR 


SUB-MARINERS 
By SERGIE BELTRAN 


Club officers were elected at the January 
meeting of the Sub-Mariners. Our officers are 
the following: Ham Crum, president; Bob Frazer, 
vice-president; Bob Robins, secretary; Bob Clark, 
treasurer. We wish to thank our former officers, 
Ron Merker, Jack Garnaus, Jean Gordon and 
Bob Tucker for doing an excellent job of han- 
dling the Sub-Mariners in the past year. 


Terry Lewis of the Los Angeles Neptunes was 
our guest at the January meeting. Our meetings 
are held once a month at the “Tar Pit’ in New- 
port Beach. On the third Sunday of the month 
we have an inter-club contest at Second Beach 
in which we have a system of points for the 
member spearing the largest amount of fish and 
also the largest fish. The three members having 
the most points by August, will be our three- 
man team at the Pacific Coast Spearfishing Con- 
test at Laguna Beach. This system, introduced 
by our president, Ham Crum, is, | believe, an 
excellent method of determining who is capable 
of representing the Sub-Mariners at the contest. 


Bob Hinzt and Fred Roberts, students from 
the Milwaukee School of Engineering, were so 
eager to go spearfishing in salt water that they 
paid a visit to that smog-free county of Orange, 
where some of the world’s most beautiful 
beaches are located. (Well, it's true, isn't it?) 
Inquiring where they could find a bunch of 
crazy mixed-up kids called the Sub-Mariners, 
they were immediately directed to Terry's Bar. 


Arriving at Terry's, they were ‘greeted’ by 
five beasts which Terry insists are ‘ Schnauzers. 
(That's a dog, son.) Kidding aside, Bob and Fred 
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TEX’S 
—— SPORTING GOODS — 


AQUA-LUNGS & REFILLS 


GOOD CLEAN AIR — Open for 


Lung refills Sunday from 9 to 12 


Spare Tank Rental 
Everything for 
Spearfishing 

Balsa Surfing Boards 


GLASS CLOTH 
YOUR OWN BOARD 


Water Skiis, etc. 


TEX’S SPECIAL 
TARPON GUN — $15.00 


We have equipment for all ages. 


SANTA MONICA, CALIF. 
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Sub-Mariner John Dunlap and friend wit) 55-lb 
Bat Ray speared at La Jolla. 





told me that they had a terrific time div 1g wit: 
the Sub-Mariners. 

John Dunlap won the sponsor's tro hy fo 
November for spearing a 55-lb. Bat Rc» at ks 
Jolla. Ron “The Camera Kid’ Merker ay be 
seen any day when the water is clear, ooting 
some underwater scenes with his bro d new 
underwater movie camera, for his fort coming 
underwater movie called, “Beneath the Quarte 
Mile Jetty’, starring Ronny Merker, fp oduces 
by Ronald Merker and directed by Ron Verker 

A note on our secretary, Bob Robins: - novice 
diver of a few months, Bob can now pt som 
of our more experienced lung divers to shame 
Bob and | were ‘lunging it’ one f& 2autify 
crystal clear day off the West Jetty. Bob having 
checked his harness straps, air, ma etc 
slipped into the water. He had de :cendes 
about three or four feet before he reali: ed the 
he had forgotten to place his mouth-pi-ce into 
his mouth! What did Bob do? Come to tr 


surface and clear his mouth-piece? Not ‘ob! Hea 


had remembered what we had told hir) abo 
such a situation. He simply put the mou’h-piec 


into his mouth, turned over on his left s de on. 


blew the water out of the exhaust tube! Fors 
beginner, | thought that was pretty goo 
ing, don't you agree? The other day 
quite a ‘charge’ out of the Electric y 
he had speared! Keep at it, Bob, just 
your hands away from Electric Rays an 
Eels! 

| suggest that all Lungers read an 
the most useful information of Conr 
baugh's article, “An Outline on Lung 
which appeared in the January issue 
Skin Diver.’’ I'm sure that a good perce 
of lung accidents could be avoided by 
ing his ‘Outline.’ 

Any stray divers around our territory 
stop in at 6902 Coast Highway, Newpor 
and inquire about the Sub-Mariners. = 





Dotson - Kimes 
Enterprises 


Introduce a Semi-Custom 
Underwater Camera 


Finished cases to 
complete elec 
tronically on- 
troled iris units 
available. Fo! 
details, write: 





DOTSON - KIMES ENTERPRIS(:S 
| 4339 CORINTH AVE., CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
a —S 
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WEST LOS ANGELES 


NEPTUNES 
By GENE DANIELS 


With the end of the abalone season in 
sight, the West Los Angeles Neptunes tried a 
sew spot at White's Point, in Palos Verdes, 
directly off the large palm trees. There were 
mits of 7 in. and 8 in. abs for all. The only 
rouble was that these large abs had almost no 
meat in them. The shells were completely clean 
on the tops and apparently they were half 
yorved. Our most honorable president, John 
logan, vas also half starved, so he proceeded 
9 eat Abalone as it was meant to be eaten— 
aw, ou’ Of the shell. 

Have any of you unattached divers and 
dubs given any thought to the tremendous job 
the Council has done to date? If the good 
‘feeling vetween the string fishermen and skin 
vers vere the only thing to be considered, | 
pelieve * would be a tremendous success. | for 
ne wait to say thanks, and wish all the work- 
son te Council a Happy and Successful New 
NEW JE! SEY 


By JAY M. BARTELS 
Diving Jets’ of Little Falls, New Jersey, 
yanized in November and herewith 
debut bow before the growing clan of 
kin divers. 


tellow 
Officers elected were: President, Jay M. Bar- 
els; Vic2 President, Clarence (Bill) J. Chadwick; 
Secretar -Treasurer, Anne Obel. 

Meetings are held the third Wednesday of 
very month and will continue throughout the 


winter with entertainment consisting of under- 
water movies and exchange speakers from other 


ocal clubs. With diving restricted to the few 
members who own rubber suits, activities be- 
fore th 1954 season opens will consist of 


sits to aquaria and museums so that members 
me acquainted with some of our finny 
a busy program is 
being planned for week-end expedi 
tons to Long Island Sound, Block Island and 
tte Jersey shore. We are located about two 
ve from either of the shore points so 
equal choice of these. Some consid 
as been given to diving in fresh water 
which the nearby country abounds, but 
somewhat limited here by law in the 
rtain underwater equipment ried 
in our club members includes sp 

underwater photography, ma 2 | 

ind just plain slumming. So far, mem 
as reached fifteen. Meetings are held 
‘the Paterson Y.M.C.A. Correspondence with 


The v 


ther clubs is entertained. = 


Coming to Flovida this winter? Don't 
fail to visit the friendly Florida Frog- 
man, pick up your mail and at the 
nie time examine the most complete 
line of 
underwater explorer and sportsman to 
be found in the United States includ- 
ing the complete DESCO line. 


quality equipment for the 


Tke Florida Frogman 
7302 South Dixie Highway 
KENDALL, FLORIDA 
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THE BEACHCOMBERS 


By JOHN E. FRIARS 


The second meeting of THE BEACHCOMBERS, 
newly organized here in Seattle, was held re- 
cently in the home of the president. Thirty-eight 
members were in attendance. Club officers have 
been happy over the tremendous response in 
this area. Until two or three months ago not 
enough interest could be found to justify the 
organization of a club. Suddenly, however, the 
idea seems to have boomed, and the present 
BEACHCOMBERS organization is the result. At 
the second meeting a constitution was adopted, 
dues were paid and provisions for a club bank 
account set up. Highlight of the meeting was a 
series of underwater Kodachromes taken by 
member Tom Ferguson, in the Gulf of Mexico, 
and various fresh water areas of Southern 
Texas 


Club members have been particularly active 
during December and early January in salt 
water areas of western Washington. We covered 
a different area each weekend, keeping a log 
of each spot, tides, weather conditions, under- 
water terrain, catches, and other pertinent fac- 
tors. This information is placed at the disposal 
of members for future reference as to good trip 
locations. Club member Pete Leonard's 36-ft. 
Diesel cruiser was comandeered on December 
20 for a trip to Blake Island, a small spot off 
the northern tip of Vashon Island in Puget 
Sound. Pete, Pierre Barmore, Frank Wolff, Tod 
Melbourne, Lynwood Smith and John Friars 
made the trip. The underwater terrain off the 
island was particularly interesting, being cov- 
ered with luxurious small marine growth—a 
natural habitat for small crabs, fish and mol- 
lusks. Lynwood Smith was happy to find two 
specimens of a little known variety of crab. 
Lyn is currently making a study of this species 
in connection with his teaching duties at the 
University of Washington. Three medium-sized 
Cabezone were taken (11, 11% and 12-Ibs. 
respectively), and numerous other smaller fish 
observed but not molested. Visibility was fair— 
about 15 feet clearly, up to 30 feet vaguely. 
The trip was considered a good time by all 
concerned 


An interesting fact has been brought to our 
attention recently. Tests made by the University 
of Washington Department of Oceanography 
this winter, indicate a water temperature of 
42-45 degrees in this area. Now they tell us! 
However, patient wives who keep car heaters 
running, warm galley stoves in the cruiser, and 
liberal use of wool sweaters, sweat socks and 
long-johns under the subber suits, have ex- 
tended our average winter trip time to 2-4 
hours in the water. Enough for a good look 
around, anyway. = 





SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLIES 


Arbalete Guns, Masks, 
Snorkle Tubes, Spears, 
Frog Feet, Swim-Fins, 
Bel-Aqua Suits, 
etc. 


woony’s 


Sporting Goods 
127 N. Tamarind, Compton, Calif. 
NE 1-6728 
One Block north of Bank of America 

















.. about Swim Suit rubber! 


lf Bel-Aqua wasn’t the best, they 
wouldn't be forever trying to copy 
it! 


PRIOR to developing the special 
rubber compound used exclusively 
in Bel-Aqua suits, exhaustive tests 
were conducted . . . imposing rigid 
sunlight, salt-water, fresh-water, 
bonding, etc., tests . . so we would 
have absolute assurance of its 
reliability. 


After a long time and great ex- 
pense, we finally developed such 
a stock ...and... IF IT WASN’T 
THE BEST, THEY WOULDN'T BE 
TRYING TO COPY IT!! 


‘You can’t tell a book by the cover’. 
‘Competitive’ rubber sheeting of- 
fered now to divers may LOOK the 
same ... it may FEEL the same... 
but... it just ‘“‘AIN’T”’ the same 
... What a performance difference! 
Actual OCEAN TESTS and labora- 
tory tests indicate a whale of a 
difference ...so... 


Protect your investment . . . your 
comfort . . . your nerves! Buy only 
. . . genuine Bel-Aqua for assured 
service! 


AVAILABLE AT LEADING 
SPORTING GOODS DEALERS 
EVERYWHERE 


or 


For A Complete Line of Durable, 
Dependable Skin Diving Equipment 
SEND FOR OUR 
FREE CATALOGUE 


Bel Atm 


WATER SPORTS CO. 
3720 WEST 54th STREET 
LOS ANGELES 43, CALIFORNIA 
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DEsco 


world’s largest manufacturer of diving equipment... 
HEADQUARTERS FOR THE SKIN DIVER! 


.--for the newest in sport diving equipment 
Lungs .. . (the Sportster, Model A, complete outfit for 


only $97.00 — four other models available) 


Guns . . . Harpoon Pistols . . . Surface Air Masks . . , 
Snorkel Masks . . . Swim Fins . . . lightweight suits . . . 
cushion masks ... goggles . . . nose clips ... ear plugs 


... depth gauges... etc. 


Desco has a complete line of dresses, underwater tools, 


compressors and accessories. 


We proudly present the famous REX-HEVEA line of Milcn, 
Italy . . . which includes the world’s most powerful guns, 


the Tums, and many other spearfishing accessories. 


We are distributors of the fine line of CRESSI under- 


water sports equipment. 


DESCO, the manufacturer of mast of the professional 
diving equipment used by the U.S. Navy and profes- 
sional divers the world over. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
IF IT’S USED FOR DIVING, DESCO MAKES IT! 
WRITE FOR LITERATURE TODAY! 


DIVING EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY COMPANY 
DEPT. S, 234 NORTH BROADWAY @ MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 


a 


j 








ante sete -woweeme = pn 





